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1. TWO WORLDS
the past few decades the working people of all
capitalist countries have tasted the fruits of capitalism
to the full. The killed and wounded of the first imperialist
World War, and the millions of workers, peasants, craftsmen
and intellectuals cast out into 'hopeless misery by its consequences, doomed to lasting unemployment and ruined by
economic crises whose like was never known before; the nations subjugated and preyed upon by the imperialist vultures, and the exiles driven from 'their .countries by foreign
oppressors and compelled to wander from land to land; the
masses disfranchised and ground down by reactionary rulers,
toiling at forced labor and languishing in prison, and finally
the nations plunged for a second time into a war of vast
dimensions-all of them point an accusing finger at moribund
capitalism. It is they who are having to foot the bill of capitalism, to pay with untold sacrifices for its inherent anarchy
and chaos; and these multitudes are demanding with greater
insistence every day to know the reason for their misery, the
reason for this devastating collapse of all economic, political
and cultural standards; with every day the urge becomes
more imperative to get out of this unbearable state, to find
a way out of crises and wars, out of the hopeless anarchy of
a system rooted in exploitation and oppression.
The inevitable link between war and capitalism, between
the want and suffering of the nations and the profits of the
capitalists, is becoming clear in the minds of increasing
numbers of people. The masses are coming to see that no
real difference exists between the competition that is carried on by the individual capitalists and industries and the
competition that the capitalist states carry on among themselves; that the spasmodic, uneven development of capitalist
industry, guided as it is solely by considerations of profit
instead of the collective reason of society, leads to ever-recurring economic crises} while the spasmodiC, ' uneven develop3

D

URING

ment of capitalist states breaks into ever-recurring wars. They
are beginning to realize that the exploitation of the working
people at home and the oppressiop and robbery of foreign
nations are links in a single chain, ' that the same classes that
own the mines, the mills, the factories, the landed estates .
and th~ banks also control all the machinery of the state,
and that for these classes rio other law exists than that of
every man against the next.
Production and distribution can be ruled, made to conform to plan, shaped to the needs and potentialities of the
community only if they are controlled by society as a whole.
In the capitalist world, however, the means of production
are not owned by society, and their employment, social labor,
is not controlled by it. The means of production are the
private property ot the capitalists. Each owner produces for
profit, and must do so if he does not want to go to the wall.
To meet the needs of society is no part of his plans; his one
motive, his only criterion, is profit. Thus the essence of capitalist economics is vicious exploitation of the workers and
cut-throat competition among the capitalists, not free labor
and any spirit of social emulation. And this jungle law of
capitalism naturally extends to the relations between the
capitalist states as well. Exploitation, profit, competitionthese break into war as surely as storm clouds into lightning.
The victorious October Socialist Revolution has rescued
a sixth of the globe from this vicious circle and forced a big
breach in the world system of imperialism. Facing the world
of capitalist anarchy and brute force, there stands today the
Soviet Union, the world of socialism, of planned economy,
where production is directed by society as a whole, where exploitation and oppression are unknown. This vast country
has already realized the prophecy of the founders of Marxism,
expressed by Engels when he said:
"The seizure of the means of production by society
puts an end to commodity production, and therewith to
the domination of the product over the producer. Anarchy in social production is replaced by conscious organization on a planned basis. . . . And only at this point,
in a certain sense, man finally cuts himself off from the
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animal world, leaves the conditions of animal existence
behind him and enters conditions which are really human. . . . It is only from this point that men, with full
consciousness, will fashion their own history; it is only
from this point that the social causes set in motion by
men will have, predominantly and in constantly increasing measure, the effects willed by men. It is humanity's
leap from the realm of necessity into the realm of freedom." (Frederick Engels, Anti-Dilhring, pp. 311-12.)
In the Soviet Union the domination of the product over
the producers, the blind domination of economic forces over
the will of man, has been shaken off. The productive
forces are no longer like the elements let loose, cutting blindly, violently, destructively across man's plans, breaking like
thunder in annihilating economic crises. In the hands of the
victorious working class they have been transformed from
demoniac masters into willing servants. Anarchy in social
production has been replaced by conscious organization on a
p'lanned basis. Production follows one big social plan. There
are no such things as hunger or unemployment. The wealth
of products increases with every year, yet no crises ensue.
Labor productivity grows with every year, yet workers do
not lose their jobs. The complete unrestricted development
and exercise of all the physical and mental faculties of the
Soviet people is steadily progressing. The lasl memories ot
the old animal conditions of existence are being blotted out
and really human conditions are arising. And this unparalleled continuous progress of all Soviet society rests on the
fact that the means of production are no longer the private
property of the capitalists, but the possession of society at
large, that the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie has been overthrown and superseded by the dictatorship of the working
class, that the state is no longer the instrument of a dwindling minority, but of the whole laboring nation. The "secret"
of the historic superiority of socialism to capitalism has been
very simply stated in Article 4 of the Soviet Constitution:
". . . The socialist system of economy and the socialist ownership of the means and instruments of production, firmly established as a result of the abolition of the
5

capitalist system of economy, the abrogation of private
ownership of the means and instruments of production
and the abolition of the exploitation of man by man,
constitute the economic foundation of the U.S.S.R.
(Constitution of the U.S.S.R.)
Erected on these granite foundations, the young world of
socialism faces the senile world of moribund capitalism. The
difference between the two worlds is coming home to the
masses more vividly every day. The one stands for exploitation, oppression, brute force, crises, bloody wars, suffering,
want and hopelessness, ever-increasing barbarism, and expectation of a horrible end; the other for free creative labor,
political and moral unity of the people, enduring mutual
affection among the nations, unfoldment of socialist democracy, a resolute and fruitful policy of peace, progress, security, increasing prosperity and growing culture. Small wonder
that comparisons come unasked and are bound to influence
the masses in the capitalist world. Small wonder that their
minds are revolting against capitalism and turning mote and
more to socialism; small wonder that the contrast fills the
capitalists with dismay and inspires the working class in its
struggle.
For the attraction that socialism exercises for the masses
has been steadily increasing, and will continue to increase
even more rapidly. Of this the imperialists and their flunkeys
are fully aware, and they are doing all they can to counteract it. In their fight against socialism they resort to all manner
of underhand methods. The facts about the Soviet Union
are systematically falsified; no lie is too black to be used for
distorting the picture of socialism victorious. These slanderers assert that what the Soviet people have realized and
achieved is not socialism at all, but some vague state of affairs that they carefully avoid specifying. Their own wretched
class rule they try to pass off under the tab of "socialism,"
spreading their naive tales of "Scandinavian socialism,"
"German socialism," etc. At the same time they try to discredit socialism by giving the n~me to various Social-Democratic and similar reactionary governments and holding them
up to ridicule. But this fog of lies and slander cannot ob6

scure the facts about victorious socialism in the Soviet Union.
The purpose of this pamphlet is to tell about some of these
simple facts, which are more convincing than any of the
tricks of reactionary propaganda-about some of the features
of socialism, for thousands of years the dream of h umani ty' s
finest minds" the fixed goal of the working -class in its struggle, which was outlined in the teachings of Marx and Engels
and has been realized in the handiwork of Lenin and Stalin.

II. THE WORKING CLASS VICTORIOUS
fight against decaying, moribund capitalism, which
obstructs all progress and infects everything with its
T
putrescence, is an imperative historical necessity. The task of
HE

being the gravedigger of capitalism, history has assigned to
the proletariat, the working class. That class is the very embodiment of antagenism to the class domination of the bourgeoisie. It is the class that is most directly oppressed and
exploited. Its most rudimentary material, political and cultural requirements bring it into daily renewed conflict with
capitalism. It is the class that most immediately feels the
effects of the anarchy reigning in capitalist commodity production. The workers are the first to be hit by crises.' Their
wages are depressed; they are cast out of prod~ction into
the misery of unemployment. Life itself brings it home to
them that in the world of capitalism their labor power is
nothing but a commodity. It is a commodity whose price is
below its value. It is the source of profit, the well that the
capitalist draws on for more capital; the whole capitalist
system rests on its exploitation. When the workers rise, the
very foundations of capitalism are set rocking. The proletariat is massed together in the industrial plants and is therefore capable of the highest degree of organization; it runs
production by its labor, and is therefore capable of bringing
it to a standstill; it comes daily into conflict with capitalism
at its very heart and is therefore in a position to meet it
with a full realization of the facts.
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It is the most important and most progressive class in modern society. In its class struggle the proletariat marches at
the head of the entire laboring population, championing not
only its own interests, but those of the others as well. The
proletariat can free itself only by overthrowing capitalism;
and it can overthrow capitalism only if it acts in alliance
with the rest of the working masses. Its liberation is the liberation of all working people. In the proletariat, modern
large-scale industry has created a class which, to quote Engels,
"for the first time in history can demand the abolition, not
of one particular class organization or another, or of one
particular class privilege or another, but of classes them·
selves, and which is in such a position that it must carry
through this demand or sink to the level of the Chinese
coolie." (A nti-Diihring, p. 178.) Behind the proletariat there
stands no new oppressed class; the victory of the proletariat
over the bourgeoisie is humanity's great stride towards a
classless society, and the proletarian revolution, the victory of
the people over all exploiters and oppressors.
Under capitalism the worker can have no social security,
no human dignity, 110 opportunity to unfold his creative
powers. Capitalism does not allow him to mold his life as he
wants it to be. Its ruthless social forces trample him underfoot, crushing his efforts, destroying his plans and aspirations and thrusting him back into the want and misery that
he had hoped to leave behind him. Under capitalism the
proletarian is dogged with the curse of hopelessness, the
futility of all personal effort. Neither industry nor ability can
guarantee that he will not be left high and dry by a crisis,
all his efforts made fruitless at one blow.
Perhaps he wants to study, but what d'oes society care for
his inclinations or abilities? Perhaps he has the makings of
a manager, a master of technology, a man of science, but what
are his "fancies" to society? He may be a hundred times
superior to the employer intellectually and morally, but
society's criterion is money, not ability, and if a working
man tries to make headway it sneers disdainfully: "Better
stick to' your jo.b if you don't want to break your neck." But
very often he has no job to stick to. Millions and millions
8

of proletarians are doomed to unemployment all their lives.
Numberless sons and daughters of the working class have
practically given up the hope of ever finding work. Their
future is a dreary blank without object or prospect. Their
lives are a perpetual hand-to-mouth struggle, with tomorrow
as hopeless as yesterday and today,_ They are stopgaps In the
world, whose real lives will begin only with the downfall of
capitalism.
One out of a hundred thousand workers may succeed by
self-seeking callousness or by some happy accident in rising
above the ranks of the proletariat; for the others there is
no escape from its hopeless position. Numbedess talents
wither for lack of recognition. Numberless human attributes
and hopes are buried before their time. Numberless fine and
earnest ambitions are blighted. It remains the lot of the proletarian masses to produce the saII1e isolated part day in
and day out, without ever seeing the rest.
"Owing to the extensive use of machinery and to division of labor, the work of the proletarians has lost all
individual character, and, consequently, all charm for
the workman. He becomes' an appendage of the machine,
and it is only the most simple, most monotonous, and
most easily acquired knack that is required of him . . . .
Masses of laborers, crowded into the factory, are organized like soldiers. As privates of the industrial army they
are placed under the command of a perfect hierarchy of
officers and sergeants. Not only are they slaves of the
bourgeois class, and of the bourgeois state; they are daily
and hourly enslaved by the machine, by the overlooker,
and, above all, by the individual bourgeois manufacturer himself. The more openly this despotism proclaims
gain to be its end and aim, the more petty, the more
hateful and the more embittering it is." (Marx and
Engls, The Communist Manifesto, pp. 15-16.)
In the course of decades of class struggle some sections of
the working class have succeeded in winning for themselves
a small portion of the material culture accumulated by society, and attaining, owing to their social and political organ-
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izations, to class consciousness and a sense of human dignity.
However, this progress has always proved to be only relative
and deceptive. Time and again economic crises have undermined these achievements, time and again the bourgeoisie has
driven the workers back into the lower depths. In every capitalist country the reactionary bourgeoisie is engaged in
abolishing all the achievements of the workers, smashing
their organizations and transforming them practically into
serfs attached to industry.
One small section of the working class there is that is favored by the bourgeoisie, alienated from its class with the
help of high wages and privileges and put in the direct
employ of the ruling class. That section is the "aristocracy
0f labor," with whose aid the bourgeoisie attempts to "buy
off" revolution and bring division among the working class.
But of course the relative advantages of this thin upper stratum cannot conceal the growing impoverishment of the
proletarian masses.
The victory of the working class in the proletarian revolution releases the boundless creative energies of the foremost class in modem society. The worker in the Soviet Union,
the Land of Socialism, cannot be compared with the proletarian in the capitalist world. Of the victorious working class
of the Soviet Union, Stalin says:
"By force of habit, it is often called the proletariat.
But what is the proletariat? The proletariat is a class
bereft of the instruments and means of production, under an economic system in which the instruments and
means of production belong to the capitalists and in
which the capitalist class exploits the proletariat. The
proletariat is a class exploited by the capitalists. But in
our country, as you know, the capitalist class has already
been eliminated, and the instruments and means 'of production have been taken from the capitalists and transferred to the state, of which the leading force is the
working class. Consequently, there is no longer a capitalist class which could exploit the working class.
Consequently, our working class, far from being bereft
of the instruments and means of production, on the contrary, possesses them jointly with the whole people. And
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since it possesses them, and the capitalist class has been
eliminated, all possibility of the working class being exploited is precluded. This being the case, can our working class be called the proletariat? Clearly, it cannot.
l\1arx said that if the proletariat is to emancipate itself.
it must crush the capitalist class, take the instruments and
means of production from the capitalists, and abolish
those conditions of production which give rise to the
proletariat. Can it be said that the working class of the
U.S.S.R. has already brought about these conditions for
its emancipation? Unquestionably, this can and must be
said. And what does this mean? This means that the
proletariat of the U.S.S.R. has been transformed into an
entirely new class, into the working class of the U.S.S.R.,
which has abolished the capitalist economic system, which
has established the socialist ownership of the instruments and means of production and is directing Soviet
society along the road to communism." (J. V. Stalin, On
the New Soviet Constitution.)
This victorious working class of the Soviet Union is not
the slave of production, but its master. Every factory worker
enjoys the same rights as the engineer or the manager-the
rights of the free Soviet citizen. He makes his criticisms,
voices his views in the regularly held production conferences;
the proposals he submits for improving organization or technology have to be given consideration. The Soviet worker's
prospects are unlimited. All society fosters his _abilities, encourages his all-around development, and everything is done
to help his progress. The worker is stimulated to master the
qualifications of an· engineer or executive and to this end is
offered every opportunity to study technology and science.
Most of the Soviet technicians, engineers and execu tives come
from the working class. Numbers of the Soviet Union's army
commanders, organizers and statesmen, of its scientists and
writers are of working class stock. This process of mass advance is constantly going on. Millions of yesterday'S working
men today help to make up the intelligentsia-a body firmly
rooted among the people. The distinction between the working class and the intellect.uals is beginning to be effaced.
Everybody is studying, expanding his talents, developing his
11

abilities. Everybody has the same opportunity to advance, to
master the treasures of knowledge and culture.
All these conditions have served to make labor, which in
the world of capitalism "has lost all individual character,
and, consequently, all charm for the workman," a "matter
of honor, a matter of glory, a matter of valor and heroism"
in the Land of Socialism. The worker's constantly rising
standard of living, the recognition ;lccorded every technical
innovation, the knowledge that by raising his productivity
the worker is directly raising his own living standard have
produced the highest labor enthusiasm. The creative energy
of the working class surges high in every branch of production. Of their own accord the most capable and advanced
workers have evolved new and more productive working
methods; carrying the masses with them, they have given
rise to a movement whose results exceed all existing production plans and' relegate all the old standards of output to
the scrap-heap. This movement is the famous Stakhanov
movement, named after its originator, the miner Alexei
Stakhanov. At the First All-Union Conference of Stakhanovites, held in the Kremlin in November, 1935, Stalin described this revolutionizing movement as follows:
" . . . Look at our comrades, the Stakhanovites, more
closely. What type of people are they? They are mostly
young or middle-aged working men and women, people
with culture and technical knowledge, who show examples of precision and accuracy in work, who are able to
appreciate the time factor in work and who have learned
to count not only the minutes, but also the seconds. The
majority of them have taken the technical minimum
courses and are continuing their technical education . .
They are free of the conservatism and stagnation of certain engineers, technicians and business executives; they
are marching boldly forward, smashing the antiquated
technical standards and creating new and higher standards; they are introducing amendments into the designed
capacities and economic plans drawn up by the leaders
of our industry; they often supplement and correct what
the engineers and technicians have to say, they often teach
the latter and impel them forward, for they are people
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who have completely mastered the technique of their
job and who are able to squeeze out of technique the
maximum that can be squeezed out of it. . . . Is it not
clear that the Stakhanovites are innovators in our industry, that the Stakhanov movement represents the future
of our industry, that it contains the seed of the future
ri&e in the cultural and technical level of the working
class, that it opens to us the path by which alone can be
achieved those high indices of productivity of labor which
are essential for the transition from socialism to communism and for the elimination of the distinction between mental labor and manual labor?" (J. V. Stalin,
The Stakhanovite Movement in the Sov iet Union.)
This movement of the working class, which enables socialism to exceed the labor productivity of capitalism, is rooted
in the inherent creative energy of the working class and
could never arise in any other than socialist society. It· can
arise only of the labor enthusiasm of a free working class,
whose earnings are rising every year, to whom unemployment is a foreign idea, before whom is open every opportunity for unbounded progress and who know that every increase in labor productivity will contribute directly to their
own welfare and to that of the entire nation. Such a movement cannot be introduced "from above," through the pressure of the capitalists and their authorities; it can arise only
of the free will of a free working class.
The free and victorious working class of the Soviet Union
has settled the rivalry between capitalism and socialism in
favor of the latter. The worker who is freed from capitalist
servitude, who does not work to enrich a private employer,
but to bring benefit to his own class, his ' own state, his own
people, is a new type of man, never known before. The
abilities of millions, crushed by capitalism, become a mighty
onward-pressing force in the warming sun of ~ocialism. This
release and development of the abilities 01 millions, this transformation of the proletariat into a free working class and of
labor into a "matter of honor, a matter' of glory, a matter
of valor and heroism," this elevation of the working man
to a proud, conscious ruler of production, with his person13

ality being developed all around and his steady progress assured, is one of the greatest achievements of socialism.

III. THE LIBERATION OF THE

PEASANTRY
cause of socialism is not only the cause of the workit

of the peasantry as well.
TIningmanyclass;parts isofthethecause
world the peasants still languish unHE

der the yoke of semi-feudal exploitation. In what are today
the advanced capitalist countries, the peasants succeeded,
after centuries of gigantic class battles against the landed
nobility, in shaking 9ff serfdom and becoming the free owners of their patches of land. But even this "freedom" of
ownership was relative from the very outset; it acted not only
as a stimulus but also as a fetter upon the development of
peasant farming. Capitalism invaded agriculture, drawing it
into the orbit of revolutionary upheaval. The extraordinary
rationalization brought into agriculture by progress in technology and chemistry forced the small and middle peasant
more and more into the background. He was worsted in
<competition by the big capitalists who on their large estates
.employed modern machin~ry, first-rate fertilizers and an army
'o f ill-paid proletarians, and fell more and more into the
clutches of the bankers and the money men, the middlemen
and the usurers. A thin stratum of rich peasants, the rural
capitalists, profited by this process, while the small and mid-dIe peasantry sank more and more into poverty and want.
In various countries the peasants formed cooperative assodations for economic resistance to the capitalists. However,
these associations gradually came under the thumb of big
finance, their officials turned more and more into a tool of
capital, and the peasants were ousted from the leadership
·of their own organizations. The burden of debt on the peasant's land and home weighed ever heavier, interest payments
pressed ever harder and the tax robbery got more and more
-shameless. · In the ' capitalist world today millions of peasants
are actually no longer the owners of their farms and homes,
but vassals laving for the banks, the financiers, the ,?ig cap14

.

italists. The fruits of their labor are snatched from their
hands to fill the maw of the capitalist creditors. Capital confronts them in the person of the bailiff, the capitalist state
in the person of the tax-collector and the police. Ever larger
numbers of the peasantry are facing ruin: they, who provide
men with bread and meat, with milk and wine, themselves
have little enough of this bread and meat, this milk and
wine at their board; they, whose work allays the hunger of
men, must themselves all too often go hungry. Their work
makes the land yield its fruits, yet for themselves it is barren
of value or result. Straining at their tasks for twelve and
fourteen hours a day, the masses of the peasants in the capitalist world today have not even their fill of food, let alone
the benefits of 'culture, which are quite beyond the means of
most of the rural population. Young peasants throng to th~
towns to seek an escape from the hopeless misery of the
farmers' life, and exchange their position of "free" property
owners for that of proletarian wage slaves. "'lith the progress
of time, the "freedom" of peasant property has turned into
the most damnable servitude.
With the onmarch of reaction in t~e capitalist countries
the peasant is being reduced more and more to a serf's position in a state in which the big capitalists dictate their will.
He is told what he has to plant. His produce is taken out
of his hands. For every fence and every job of repairs he
must secure the consent of the authorities. The state bureaucrats and the bank officials are the actual masters on his
farm. The authorities are all-powerful, the peasant is a serf
villein~ just as in the darkest days of the Middle Ages. Small
wonder that peasant farms are running to waste in most of
the capitalist countries, that the peasants' sons refuse their
inheritance and their daughters will not marry into peasant
families. Small wonder that the peasants in the capitalist
countries are turning their eyes more and· more upon the
Soviet Union and coming gradually to see through the lie
that says socialism ruins the peasants. They have seen, have
felt for themselves that capitalism does ruin the peasants,
and are beginning to grasp that its overthrow will mean their
liberation.

The Soviet Union, the Land of Socialism, has proved that
socialism brings as many benefits to the peasant as to the
worker. In close alliance with the peasant masses the workers
swept away tsardom and capitalism. In close alliance with
the peasant masses they established the Soviet system, whose
emblem is not only the worker's hammer, but the peasant's
sickle as well. In close alliance with the peasant masses they
are consummating socialism and advancing towards communism, towards classless society. The Soviet Union has made
new men of the peasants.
"It is customary," says Stalin, "to say that the peasantry
is a class of small producers, with its members atomized,
scattered over the face of the land, delving away in isolation on their small farms with their backward technical
equipment; that they are slaves to private property and
are exploited with impup.ity by landlords, kulaks, merchants, profiteers, usurers, and the like. And, indeed, in
capitalist countries the peasantry, if we take it in the
mass, is precisely such a class. Can it be said that our
present-day peasantry, the Soviet peasantry, taken in the
'mass, resembles that kind of peasantry? No, that cannot
be said. There is no longer such a peasantry in oux:
country. Our Soviet peasantry is an entirely new peasantry. In our country there are no longer any landlords
and kulaks, merchants and usurers who could exploit the
peasants. Consequently, our peasantry is a peasantry
emancipated from exploitation. Further. Our Soviet
peasantry, its overwhelming majority, is a collective farm
peasantry, i.e., it bases its work and wealth not on individual labor and on backward technical equipment, but
on collective labor and up-to-date technical equipment.
Finally, the economy of our peasantry is based not on
private property, but on collective property, which has
grown up on the basis of collective labor.
"As you' see, the Soviet peasantry is an entirely new
peasantry, the like of which the history of mankind has
never known before." (J. V. Stalin, On the New Soviet
Constitution.)

The proletarian revolution has driven out the capitalists
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and big landlords, the usurers and profiteers, the swindlers
and skinflints. It has freed the peasants of the pestilence of
the banks, the money-collectors and interest sharks, and put
the big landed estates in their possession. During the construction of socialist society the industrial workers helped the
peasant poor, the farm hands and small peasants, in their
fight against the rich peasants, who had appropriated the best
portions of the land everywhere and set out to exploit and
oppress the poor. The working class recommended that the
poor, the small and middle peasants should organize for joint
cultivation and breeding of livestock, and it helped them to
do so. It provided the collective farms with up-to-date agricultural machinery and all technical requirements for rational
farming. The socialist state granted the collective farms
credits and later exempted them from repayment, it supplied
them with quality seed and chemical ferrilizers, established
machine and tractor stations .throughout the country and
trained huge numbers of peasants to be tractor and combine
operators, agronomists and agricultural experts.
Ever larger numbers of peasants came to see that, rather
than get what they could, each for himself, from their small
plots of land, it would be incomparably more expedient and
productive to work together in collective farms, dividing the
produce of each among all the members, in proportion to the
amount of work performed.
The socialist state was very careful to see that "collectivization" should proceed on an absblutely voluntary basis, that
the peasants should not feel any compulsjon about joining,
but should themselves become convinced of the advantages
of collective farming.
"Only if we succeed in pToving to the peasants in practice the advantages of common, collective, cooperative
aTtel ff cultivation of the soil, only if we succeed in helping the peasants by means of cooperative or artel farming, will the working class, which holds the state power,
be really able to convince the peasant of the correctness
of its policy and secure the real and durable following of
• An artel is a form of cooperative association.-Ed.

the millio~s of peasants. It is therefore impossible to
exaggerate the importance of every measure intended to
encourage cooperative, artel forms of agriculture. We have
millions of individual farms in our country, scattered
and dispersed throughout remote rural districts.... Only
when it is proved in practice, by experience comprehensible to the peasants, that the transition to the cooperative,
artel form of agriculture is essential and possible, shall
we be entitled to say that in this vast 'peasant country,
Russia, an important step towards SOCIalist agriculture
has been taken." (V. I. Lenin, "Speech at the First Congress of Agricultural Communes and Agricultural Artels,
Selected Works) Vol. VIII.)
At the time when the process of collectivization, of transition to socialist agriculture, was actually going on, Stalin
laid great emphasis on the voluntary principle. In 1930 he
wrote:
"The success of our collective farm policy is due,
among other things, to the fact that this policy rests on
the voluntary character of the collective-farm movement,
and that it allows for the diversity of conditions existing
in the various parts of the U.S.S.R. Collective farms cannot be set up by force. To do so would be stupid and
reactionary. The collective-farm movement must rely on
the active support of the great bulk of the peasantry.
Methods of collective farm construction in developed districts cannot be mechanically transplanted to backward
districts. To do so would be stupid and reactionary. Such
a 'policy' would discredit the idea of collectivization at
one blow." (J. V. Stalin, "Dizzy With Success," Leninism) Vol. II.)
Compulsion was necessary in application to wreckers and
saboteurs, to the remnants of the old ruling class, who tried
to stem the tide of progress with terrorism and deceit, to the
kulaks who attempted to disrupt the collective farms by
downright criminal activity. But as regards the victory of the
collective farm movement, it could result only of the free
resolve of the peasant masses as they became convinced of
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the boundless advantages of collective, socialist agriculture.
Their alliance with the working class and the rapid progress
in the direction of prosperity and culture made in the collective farms have won the peasant masses of the Soviet Union
for all time to t~e side of socialism.
The new Soviet Constitution embodied and laid down the
rights of the Soviet peasants and set forth in simple language
the essence of socialist agriculture. The articles in question
read:

"Article 7: Public enterprises in collective farms and
cooperative organizations, with their livestock and implements, the products of the collective farms and cooperative organizations, as well as their common buildings,
constitute the public, socialist property of the collective
farms and cooperative organizations.
"In addition to its basic income from the public, collective farm enterprise, every household in a collective
farm has for its personal use a small plot of land attached
to the dwelling and, as its personal property, a subsidiary establishment on the plot, a dwelling house, livestock, poultry and minor agricultural implements-in
accordance with the statutes of the agricultural artel.
"Article 8: The land occupied by collective farms is
secured to them for their use free of charge and for an
unlimited time, that is, in perpetuity.
"Article 9: Alongside the socialist system of economy,
which is the predominant form of economy in the
U.S.S.R., the law permits the small private economy of
individual peasants and handicrafts based on their personal labor and precluding the exploitation of the labor
of others." (Constitution of the U.S.S.R.)
There are still individual peasants in the Soviet Union
today, but the overwhelming majority have seen which way
their advantage lies and joined the collective farms. The land
has been granted the collective farms for their use in perpetuity. Machinery and large stock, cattle sheds and stables,
barns and granaries are the socialist property of the collective farm; at the same time every collective farmer has his
own house, cow, fruit and vegetable garden, some pigs, sheep
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and poultry and his utensils. His social and personal property is inviolable and is guarded by the whole force of
society.
The victory of socialism in agriculture has increased the
crop in the Soviet Union year after year and produced record
harvests. The average of grain produced per head of population in the Soviet Union is nearly half as much again as in
the foremost capitalist country, the United States of America.
The Soviet peasants. lead a life of prosperity and know for
sure that it will increase every year. Modern culture is penetrating the Soviet villages, bringing electricity and radio,
auto~obiles and cinemas, kindergartens and schools, reading
rooms and rest homes. Hundreds of thousands of well-educated people have sprung from the Soviet peasantry-agronomists and executives, army commanders and naturalists, physicians, teachers and statesmen. The border line between the
peasants and the workers and between the peasants and the
intellectuals is becoming obliterated.
While the peasantry in capitalist countries is sinking ever
more into poverty and servitude, the Soviet peasants are
rapidly becoming prosperous, enlightened, cultured and
truly free men with personalities fully developed in every
direction. Capitalism makes the laboring peasant a bondsman
of finance capital, socialism brings the liberation of the
peasantry.

IV. 1'HE ME1'AMORPHOSIS OF THE
INTELLECTUAL
N THE

capitalist world the position of the middle strata-

the intellectuals, officials, small tradesmen and handicraftsImen-is
uncertain and often enough barren of all prospects.
They sway to and fro between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat, both economically and politically; they cling frantically to the capitalists, who shake them off time and again
to return them to the wretchedness of an uncertain, doubtful existence. They will not give up hope of one day entering tl)e ranks of the bourgeoisie, but:
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". . . the lower strata of the middle class-the small
tradespeople, shopkeepers, and retired tradesmen generally, the handicraftsmen and peasants-all these sink gradually into the proletariat, partly because their diminutive
capital does not suffice for the scale on which modern industry is carried on, and is swamped in the competition
with the large capitalists, partly because their specialized
skill is rendered worthless by new methods of production.
Thus the proletariat is recruited from all classes of the
population." (Marx and Engels, The Communist Manifesto.)
This absorption of the middle strata in the proletariat is
for a while veiled by seeming counter-movement: the temporary swelling of the staff of officials, clerks and professional
people whom the bourgeoisie must use to run its economic
affairs and its state. These people cling desperately to the
bourgeoisie. By slavishly imitating the customs and morals,
the manners and conventions of the ruling class, they feel
themselves raised above the general mass of the exploited.
In their reflected glory they appear to have a part in the power
of the ruling class and think that they rule society just
because it is their function to pass on the orders issued by
the bourgeoisie and superintend their execution. Intoxicated
with a minim of the power of capital, most of them are prepared to forget the squalor and uncertainty of their own
existence and trample upon the people as though it were
their duty to their posts-like the poor traveling comedians
strutting as kings and heroes on the magic boards, only to
sink into the bleakness of the proletarian's ~xistence once
their fancy make-up has been removed.
As capitalism advances in its decay, the wretchedness of
this existence becomes more and more apparent to the mass
of these middle strata. Despite their desperate attempts at
resistance, ever larger numbers of handicraftsmen, artisans,
tradesmen and professional people are absorbed in the proletariat and can no longer shut their eyes to the fact that
capitalism is what de classes them, dashes their hopes and
blights their future. Ever larger numbers of young engineers,
physicians, teachers, artists and writers face a blank, a starva-
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tion existence devoid of prospects or illusions. Capitalism
brutally drives home the utter purposelessness of their existence. It tells them with cynical candor: "Your day is past.
There are too many of your kind. Go and build roads or dig
fortifications." Before the brazen, undisguised dictatorship
of the bourgeoisie, the intellectuals can no longer keep up
their illusion of being the elect of bourgeois society. They
can no longer keep up in their own eyes the lie that filled
their lives-the lie that they personify the power and glory
of bourgeois society. The brutal forces of reaction lift from
capitalism its robes of culture, its semblance of freedom and
garb of civilization, and capitalist barbarity, atrocious in its
nakedness, stands before the intellectual. Their eyes opened,
many intellectuals, knocked aside and robbed of all opportunity for progress by capitalism, try to find their way back to
the people, and many among · these- middle strata begin to
regard socialism with new eyes.
And indeed, while in the world of capitalism misery descends on the middle strata and the intellectual faces a blank,
a historic metamorphosis and unexampled uplift of the intellectual has been in progress in the Land of Socialism. Mirabeau's cry of triumph in the bourgeois revolution-"The day
of talent is dawning!" -was premature. Under capitalism one
talent only has held its own, to the exclusion of all else-the
talent of enriching oneself at the cost of others. It is only
with socialism that comes the true dawn .of talent, the thriving of all human faculties.
Under socialism the nature and the position of the intelligentsia has radically changed.
"It is no longer the old hidebound intelligentsia which
tried to place itself above classes, but which actually, for
the most part, served the landlords and the capitalists.
Our Sov·iet intelligentsia is an entirely new intelligentsia,
bound up by its very roots with the working class and the
peasantry. In the first place, the composition of the intelligentsia has changed. People who come from the aristocracy and the bourgeoisie constitute but a small percentage of our Soviet intelligentsia; 80 to go per cent of the
Soviet intelligentsia are people who have come from the
2~

working class, from the peasantry, or from other strata
of the working population. Finally, the very nature of the
activities of the intelligentsia has changed. Formerly it
had to serve the wealthy classes, for it had no alternative.
Today it must serve the p~ople, for there are no longer
any exploiting classes. And that is precisely why it is now
an equal member of Soviet society, in which, side by side .
with the workers and peasants, pulling together with
them, it is engaged in building the new, classless, socialist society.
.
"As you see, this is an entirely new, working intelligentsia, the like of which you will not find in any other
country on earth." (J. V. Stalin, On the New Soviet
Constitution. )
"H undreds of thousands of young p~ople coming from
the ranks of the working class, the peasantry and the
working intelligentsia entered the universities and tech- I
nical colleges, from which they emerged to reinforce the
attenuated ranks of the intelligentsia. They infused fresh
blood into it and reanimated it in a Soviet spirit. They
radically changed the whole aspect of the intelligentsia,
molding it in their own form and image. The remnan ts
of the old intelligentsia were dissolved in the new, Soviet
intelligentsia, the intelligentsia of the people. There thus
arose a new, Soviet intelligentsia, intimately bound up
with the people and, for the most part, ready to serve
them faithfully and loyally." (J. V. Stalin, From Socialism to Communism in the Soviet Union.)
This new socialist intelligentsia is no swaying reed in the
wind, as the intellectual is in the capitalist world. It has firm
ground beneath its feet; it rises among the people. Its position is assured, its work purposeful and satisfying. No re·
strictions damp its inventive spirit, its creative energy, its joy
in building and in effecting the boldest revolutions in science
and technology. Intimately associated with the masses, itself
sprung from them and constantly replenished with new rein·
forcements from the masses, it cannot become a petrified
caste, cannot become estranged from the people. All the
means and resources of a large and wealthy state are placed
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at its disposal. No capitalist's whims, no considerations of
profit or fears of crisis cramp its efforts and endeavors. It is
not hemmed in by the petty limitations of an economic system
built on private capital and competition; its horizons are
determined by the boundless expanse and generosity of an
economic system controlled by society at large. Great indeed
are the tasks and extraordinary the possibilities before the
socialist intelligentsia. New factories and towns are constantly
being built, new schools, theaters, libraries and laboratories
opened, new inventions and methods tested, new voyages of
exploration undertaken, new scientific experiments and research tests carried out. Never has history known such tasks,
such opportunities, such surging enthusiasm. Molotov, the
Chairman of the Soviet Union's Council of People's Commissars, proudly made this point at the Eighteenth Congress
of the C.P.S.U., when he said:
"Capitalism has accumulated no little store of material
and cultural values, but it is no longer able to use them
even in its own interests. It has already in many respects
begun to strangle progress, science, art and culture. That
is a fact; but, then, all the worse for capitalism. There is
now somebody to take over the ,heritage of capitalism.
Communism grows out of what capitalism has created,
out of its numerous fine achievements in the sphere of
economy, material life and culture. Communism reassesses all these values and achievements in its own waynot in the interests of the 'elite' of society, but in the
interests of the whole people, of all mankind. We must
spare no efforts to study this cultural heritage. We must
know it thoroughly and profoundly. We must utilize
everything produced by capitalism and the earlier history of mankind, and from the bricks made by the labor
of man in the course of many centuries build a new edifice, a bright, spacious and sunlit edifice suited to the
life of the people. . . .
"Our intelligentsia has a part of exceptional importance to play in this historic work. Men of culture, men
of science and technology, the old intelligentsia and the
new, our students, and our skilled workers, whose ranks
are being reinforced by youth, are all needed to enable
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the Soviet people to cope with the great new tasks, to
accomplish the main economic task that now has to be
performed, successfully to fulfil the Third Five-Year
Plan." (V. M. Molotov, The Soviet Union in I942: The
Third Five-Year Plan.)
In the capitalist world, the intelligentsia is beginning to
wither; it sees looming the horror of a new barbarity which
threatens to overrun art and science, culture and civilization.
In the world of socialism there is springing from the people,
from the fullness and exhaustless depth of free society, a
new intelligentsia, not towering in the pallid shadow of a
doomed system but advancing in the dawn of a rising world.

V. SOCLALIST DEMOCRACY
A S HUMANITY progresses, ever larger sections of the people
- r\. win for themselves a voice in the affairs of state and of
society. The oppressed classes are constantly fighting for an
active part in these affairs, fighting their class battle to cease
being disfranc.hised "human pawns" and become equal, active
citizens. In slave society t.he ove~helming majority were
robbed even of the right to live; besides selling them as chattels on the market, beating and torturing them, the slaveowner could kill them at his pleasure. Woman was generally
barred from every form of social activity, and implicit obedience to the males was proclaimed her duty. And even among
the free men the plebeians had tq fight the patricians for every
point in their civic rights. Under feudalism the serfs were
delivered to the mercy of the noble lords; true, the lord could
not kill them at will, but in everything else he could treat them
in any way he saw fit. In all essentials the administration of the
state was the privilege of the landed nobility; the burghers
were constantly pressed back within the narrow confines of
their local aftairs. In the rigid social divisions that marked the
Middle Ages, the feudal lords, temporal and spiritual, dominated soCiety; next followed, far removed, the rich burghers;
while the people at large, the peasants, the small folk in the
2.1;

towns and the innumerable creatures who had no other livelihood than beggary or charity were doomed to speechless submission. It was only the bourgeois-democratic revolution that
shattered this rigid system and proclaimed the equality of all
citizens. The principle that all members of society have an
equal right to a VOIce in its affairs, in legislation and government, heads the register of the bourgeois-democratic "Rights
of Man."
But bourgeois democracy is a long way from actually practising this principle. The formal recognition of the equality of
all citizens. all members of society, was a tremendous stride in
progress, but beyond this formal recognition bourgeois class
society did not and could not go. A small minority, the bourgeoisie, commanrls all the vital means of social production, and
consequently all the decisive instruments of social authority.
All factories belong to the bourgeoisie; here it rules unchecked,
dictating wages and work regulations, the employment and dismissal of workers. Armed with complete power over production, it faces the workers, who are expected merely to sell _
their labor power and are debarred from all participation i,n
the management. All finance is con trolled by the bourgeoisie;
the governments are dependent on the "confidence" of the
financiers, and many is the time the financiers overthrew a government by draining off their capital abroad and thus bringing
on currency disasters. Armed force, the army and the police,
is in the hands of the ~ourgeoisie; the generals and police
chiefs, the higher officers and police officials belong to the
ruling class and in every case will act against the proletariat.
Proof is hardly needed that the army and the police are tools
gf the ruling cLass: the Spanish generals' rebellion against the
government of the People's Front was a sufficiently convincing
example. Of the leading state officials, the judges and state
attorneys, the bureaucrats in the ministries and departments,
the overwhelming majority belong to the bourgeoisie or else
act on its direct orders; diplomatic careers are the preserve of
tue bourgeois offspring. In the judge, the prosecuting attorney,
the influential bureaucrat, the worker always meets a representa,tive of the ruling class. Every passing day serves to convince
him that the bourgeois state is nothing but an instrument for
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the rule of the bourgeoisie, a machine for the oppression of
the exploited classes of society.
In addition to brutal force, this oppression is exercised by
more subtle methods as well. Practically the whole of the press
belongs to the bourgeoisie, for to run a big newspaper money
is needed, of which the workers cannot raise very much. Most
of the theaters and all the film studios belong to the bourgeoisie. The leading publishing undertakings and practically
all the printing plants belong to the bourgeoisie. Most research
institutions belong to the bourgeoisie. The broadcasts are
always at the service of the bourgeoisie. What does all this
mean? It means that the bourgeoisie rules public opinion,
that its views, its prejudices, its morals penetrate among the
masses in a thousand different ways, that through the newspapers and the broadc'asts, the books and the films the mentality
it needs for its class rule masters the minds of the oppressed.
They fall into the bourgeois way of thinking.
The machine of capitalist force is supplemented by the machine of capitalist propaganda, the class state is coupled with
the system of class deception, which makes it much harder for
the oppressed to find their true bearings in society and see
where their interests lie.
As the common people came to take an increasing part in
public life, as illitc:;racy disappeared and universal education
became the TIlle, as the working men organized to demand a
voice in society, domination over public opinion acquired
more and more importance for the bourgeoisie, and to outwit,
dupe and poison the people with mental opium became more
and more vital. Wide use was made of publicity, propaganda
and mass suggestion. The bourgeoisie, having learned the art
of large-scale advertising for its goods on account of the increasingly keen competition, turned its experience to confusing
and misleading the people by the bombast of advertisement in
politics. At the same time it mustered a whole army of "ideological" agents who penetrated all the organizations of the
working people. donned a sem.blance of "socialism," copied
certain outward features of the labor movement and perfected
beyond all paral1e! the art of lying and deception.
Bourgeois democracy provides the ruling class with a tre-

mendous scope for exerClsmg its economic, political and
ideological dictatorship, achieving ever subtler perfection and
disguise for the instruments of its rule; but it also allows the
workers and the masses of the people to fight this dictatorship
with the aim of one day overthrowing it. The thing is so delicately poised that the rabid reactionaries among the bourgeoisie see their only salvation in the suppression of the
democratic liberties and finally in undisguised terrorist dictatorship.
.
But first let us see what is the true nature of bourgeois democrac~, which from time to time allows the masses to delegate
representatives to parliament. Since the bourgeoisie dominates
public opinion through its gigantic propaganda apparatus,
since ·it is in a position to subject the voters not only to strong
material pressure but great ideological pressure as well, the
results of the elections never conform to the actual numerical
relation of the classes in society. Moreover, this falsification
of the actual relations is heightened inasmuch as in every
capitalist country the electoral law offers all kinds of privileges
to the ruling class. In some cases the franchise depends on a
property, tax, educational or residential qualification; in
others, it is withheld from women, from men serving in the
army, from domestic servants and other sections of the population; in still others, the constituencies are gerrymandered so
that the rate of representation of the fashionable residential
quarters is higher than in the working class districts; special
rights of representation are granted certain bourgeois institutions, such as universities and Chambers of Commerce, to say
nothing of the fan that the imperialist states allow the franchise only to the "ruling nation," to the exclusion of the
colonial peoples. Thus the results of the elections can never
conform to the actual relation of forces in society.
Another important factor is the bribery and corruption of
the "popular representatives" whom the misguided people regard as their true spokesmen. By direct bribery, cushy appointments, valuable shares of stock,.peerages and knighthoods, tens
and hundreds of members of parliament who are supposed to
represent the people are turned into flunkeys and creatures of
the bourgeoisie. And if, in spite of all these resources, a parlia-
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ment is compelJed by mass pressure to pass legislation damCJ.ging the vested interests of the ruling class, there are still a
hundred opportunities, beginning with the sabotage of the
bureaucracy and ending wi th tfie sabotage of the financiers
and the "intervention" of arm~d forces, to frustrate the popular will, to make parliament obey the dictates of the bourgeoisie if it does not want to be dispersed. The history of the
People's Front in France and Spain provides ample illustration
of the d.exterity ot the bourgeoisie in overcoming parliamentary inconveniences. A hundred times over history has borne
out Lenin's words:
"To decide once every few years which member of the
ruling class is to misrepresent the people in parliament is
t:he real essence of bourgeois parliamentarism, not only in
parliamentary-constitutional monarchies, but also in the
most democratic republics." (V.!. Lenin, "The State and
Revolution," Selected H' orks) Vol. VII, p. 4-1.)
Still, under hourgeois democracy the prerequisites are
aeated fo!' passing on to a higher type of democracy, genuine
democracy, which really guarantees equal rights to all citizens
and puts the administration of the state in the hands of lhe
people at large--a democracy which is truly in accord with its
Greek name, whose meaning is "popular rule." This genuine
democracy is not a dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, of a mere
handful of the population, but. a dictatorship of the proletariat,
expressing the interests of the overwhelming majority.
"In capitalist I.;ociety we have a democracy that is cur-·
tailed, wretched, false; a democracy only for the rich, for
the minority. The dictatorship of the proletariat, the
period of transition to communism, will, for the first time,
create democracy for the people, for the majority, in addition to the necessary suppression of the minority-the exploiters. Communism alone is capable of giving really
complete democra~y." (Ibid.) p. 82.)
This democracy, socialist democracy, has been realized in the
Soviet Union; after the complete victory of socialism in every
field, after the complete abolition of the old exploiting classes,
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it has developed from democracy for the overwhelming majority of the people to be democracy for all~ fonthe entire nation.
The fundamental principles of this democracy were laid down
in the new Soviet Constitution, adopted in 1936. This Con·~titution not only sets forth the democratic rights of Soviet
.citizens, but stresses the guarantees of these rights, the means
for their exercise, that the Soviet state gives its citizens. In his
TepQrt at the Eighth Congress of Soviets Stalin brought out
lthis feature of the Soviet Constitution, saying:
"Bourgeois constitutions usually confine themselves to
stating the formal rights of citizens, without bothering
about. tbe conditions for the exercise of these rights, about
the opportunity 'of exercising them, about the means by
which they can be exercised. They speak of the equality
of citizens, but forget that there cannot be real equality
between employer and workman, between landlord and
peasant, if the former possess wealth and political weight
'in society while the latter are deprived of both-if the
'former are exploiters while the latter are exploited. Or
.again: they speak of freedom of speech, assembly, and the
press, but forget that all these liberties may be merely a
hollow sound for the working class, if the latter cannot
"have access to suitable premises for meetings, good printing shops, a sufficient quantity of printing paper, etc.
"What distinguishes the draft of the new Constitution
is the fact that it does not confine itself to stating the
. 'formal rights of citizens, but stresses the guarantees of
"these rights, the means by which these rights can be exercised. It does not merely proclaim equality of rights for
-citizens, but ensures it by giving legislative embodiment
to the fact that the regime of exploitation has been abol.ished, to the tact that the ci~izens have been emancipated
'from all exploitation. It does not merely proclaim the
right to w()rk, but ensures it by giving legislative embodiment to the fact that there are no crises in Soviet society,
"ahd that unemployment has been abolished. It does not
merely proclaim democratic liberties, but legislatively en:sures them by providing definite material resources. It is
. clear, therefore, that the democratism of the draft of the
new Constitution is not the 'ordinary' and 'universally
:recognized' democratism in the abstract, but socialist
.3°

democratism." (J. V. Stalin, On the New Soviet Constitution.)
The essence of socialist democracy is that it does not merely
proclaim equality for all and the right of all to have a voice
:n directing the state and fashioning the life of society, but
gives material guarantees of this equality and this right built
on the sure foundation of the socialist economic and social
system. The worker in a socialist industrial plant is indeed an
equal citizen of his state. The plant he works in does not
belong to a private owner, it is the joint possession of the people. The manager and engineer are not in the employ of some
capitalist, but of the people. At the production conferences
the worker has a voice in the management of his plant. In the
trade union and Party meetings he can engage in criticism of
his superiors. He elects by secret ballot the trade union functionaries, the Party functionaries, the deputies to the district
and city Soviets and to the Supreme Soviet. The deputy must
give account of his activities to his electors; by their majority
decision he can at any time be recalled. Article 142 of the
Soviet Constitution explicitly states:
"It is the duty of every deputy to report to his electors
on his work and on the work of the Soviet of Working
People's Deputies, and he is liable to be recalled at any
time in the manner established by law, upon decision of a
majority of the electors." (Constitution of the U.S.S.R.)
In a hundred different ways the people control the work of
the deputies they have elected from their midst. Meetings of
the electors are held in the fa:'Ctories and in the collective farms.
The Party follows the deputies' work, and so do the trade
unions and other mass organizations. Deputies can be criticized
in the press. All affairs are conducted in an organized way in
full view of the public. Under socialist democracy there is no
"power behind the throne," no industrialists' associations, no
trusts or banks in the capitalist sense, no all-powerful military
clique, no "four hundred" dictating their will to the official
government. The people rule in all organizations and state
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institution:;. The armed force is actually the force of the armed
people.
The Workers' and Peasants' Red Army embodies the principles of socialist democracy and most of the commanders
come from the working class and the peasantry. The judges
are elected by the people. No halo of privilege surrounds the
civil servants; unlike capitalist countries, where the people
are penalized for "contempt of authority" if they venture to
criticize officials. Since in socialist society everyone is a civil
servant, since the engineer in the factory is as much a servant
of the state as the militiaman at the street corner or the official
in a government office, no radical differences can divide them;
all of them are of the people, all of them must heed the
criticism of the people and win their confidence, otherwise the
people will remove them from their posts.
In socialist society no one remains on top automatically, just
because he happens to be there; whoever forfeits the confidence
of the people will one day find himself rolling down again, to
be 'r eplaced by new men who have won that confidence by
their performance in the factories or the fields. Many a leader
of yesterday is back at his "ordinary" work again today, many
a plain man working but yesterday in the mines or the cornfields holds a position of authority today. Socialist society allows no one to become fossilized, ossified, arrogant; the flowing
stream of ~ocialist democracy is constantly bringing up new
forces and washing away all that is rotten and useless. Every
da y prove your worth anew and earn the confidence of the
people-such is the stern and purifying law of socialist democracy. It is not your parentage, or your past, or the qualifications you had a week ago that decide the issue here-it is your
performance today, controlled by those who elected you and
those with whom you work. By this unrelaxing control are
selected the ablest and the best, those who are closest to the
people.
Under socialist democracy public opinion is not less but
{-.ven more of a power than under bourgeois democracy; it is
not created artificially by a small ruling minority but embodies the genuine opinions of the people. The press and aU
other instruments of propaganda belong to the people and
~2

are emp10yed in their service. Whoever follows the Soviet press
can easily see for himself how thoroughly and unreservedly it
voices the criticisms made by the masses. It may safely be
said that nowhere in the world are evils, shortcomings and
abuses of authority criticized as severely and openly as in the
Soviet Union, nowhere is there such varied and effective
criticism as in the innumerable plant newspapers and the
thousands of dailies of the land of socialist democracy. The
ideas of the foremost among the working class, of the foremost.
among the collective farmers are what rules public opinion
in the Land of Socialism. A wealth of new ideas take shape in
the public discussions that involve larger numbers of people
than in any other country; and the Soviet people demand that
discussions should produce the right results, that its outcome
should not be the clazzling fallacy, but the simple truth.
Not freedom of opinion at any price, but freedom of opinion
in the service of the people is the ethical requirements of
socialist democracy. \Vill it tolerate a public eulogy of murders
or blood feuds? No more than such things are tolerated in
capitalist countries. Will it tolerate a eulogy of capitalist e:1C.ploitation and. oppression? Under socialist civilization these
are considered crimes just as much as murders or blood feuds.
The socialist people forbid their enemies, the agents of capitalism, to disseminate their views, no less than they forbid opiumtraffic, anti-Semitism, wage-slavery and similar atrocities of
capitalist "civilization." This "restriction" of freedom is a step
in progress no less than the prohibition of the slave trade or
of club law were in their time. It is a triumph of human
development.
Socialist democracy is the first ~ystem that has ever effected
full equality between men and women, full equality of an
nations and races, full equality of all without regard to their
parentage, education, occupation, income or religious beliefs.
The Soviet Constitution. says:

"Article f22: \!\Tomen in the U.S.S.R. are accorded equal
rights with men in aU spheres of economic, state, cultural,
social and political life.
"The possibility of exercising these rights is ensured to
women by granting them an equal right with men to
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work, payment for work, rest and leisure, social insurance
and education, and by state protection of the interests of
mother and child, pre-maternity and maternity leave with
full pay, and the provision of a wide network of maternity
homes, nurseries and kindergartens." (Ibid.)
In the Soviet Union women are the equals of men not only
formally before the law, but in actual life. Women have access
to all spheres of production and public life. They drive tractors
in the cornfields and planes in the skies. They are managers
of collective farms and industrial plants. They are employed
as mechanics, engineers, air-pilots, teachers, physicians. They
are elected to all the Soviets, from the local to the Supreme.
Nowhere-not in the state or in marriage, in public or family
life-do men enjoy any prerogatives; of the old commandment
,that man is the woman's "lord and master" no trace remains
in socialist society. The removal of economic, political and
legal inequality of the sexes has brought the disappearance
of all prostitution, of the shameful sex commercialism that disfigures bourgeois society. The free union of man and woman,
prompted solely by mutual inclination, has put an end once
and for all to the sale of the human body and produced a
system of genuine morality that is worthy of human beings.
As a worker in production and a member of society, as wife
and mother, woman in the Soviet Union enjoys all the rights
withheld her in class society. Socialism frees women from the
captivity 'and humiliation they have suffered for thousands
of years.
The Soviet Constitution goes on to say:
"Article I23: Equality of rights of citizens of the U.S.S.R., irrespective of their nationality or race, in all spheres
of economic, state, cultural, social and political life, is an
indefeasible law.
"Any direct or indirect restriction of the ri~hts of, or,
conversely, any establishment of direct or indlrect privileges for, citizens on account of their race or nationality,
as well as any advocacy of racial or national exclusiveness
or hat.red and contempt, is punishable by law.
<{'Article I24: In order to ensure to citizens freedom of
conscience, the church in the U.S.S.R. is separated from
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the state, and the school from the church. Freedom of
religious worship and freedom of anti-religious propaga~da is recognized for all citizens.
"Article 125: In conformity with the interests of the
working people, and in order to strengthen the socialist
system, the citizens of the U.S.S.R. are guaranteed by law:
(a) freedom of speech; (b) freedom of the press; (c) freedom of assembly, including the holding of mass meetings;
(d) freedom of street processions and demonstrations.
"These civil rights are ensured by placing at the disposal of the working people and their organizations printing presse~, stocks of paper, public buildings, the streets,
communication facilities and other material requisites
for the exercise of these rights." (Ibid.)
The Constitution also guarantees Soviet citizens inviolability
of the person ("No person may be placed under arrest except
by deci3ion of a court or with the sanction of a procurator"),
inviolability of their homes and privacy of correspondence.
Socialist democracy has brought to life the principle of the
equality of all citizens and the democratic liberties, which are
a dead letter under bourgeois democracy. It is the first democracy in the full sense of the term that world history has ever
known-real and genuine popular rule guaranteed by the
socialist economic and social system. Stalin aptly described the
essence of socialist democracy when he said:
"They talk of democracy. But what is democracy? Democracy in capitalist countries, where there are antagonistic
classes is, in the last analysis, democracy for the strong,
democracy for the propertied minority. In the U.S.S.R.,
on the contrary. democracy is democracy for the working
people, i.e., democracy for all. But from this it follows
that the principles of democracy are violated, not by the
draft of the new Constitution of the U.S.S.R., but by the
bourgeois constitutions. That is why I think that the
Constitution of the V.S.S.R. is the only thoroughly democratic constitution in the world." (1. V. Stalin, On the

New Soviet Constitutirm.)
Step by ste.p, in painful and bloody class battles, the ' process
of human development extended the circle of those who take
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part in the affairs of state, in the direction of society, who do
not have their destinies thrust upon them by others but fashion
them after their own will.
Socialist democracy. under which men no longer lead a semianimal existence, but are humans in the full sense of the word,
includes all human beings in this circle. It is so far the highest
btage in the development of the human race.

VI. THE UNITY OF THE NATION AND
'T HE COMMONWEALTH OF NA.TIONS
bourgeois-democratic revolution, when capitalism was
on the upgrade, townsmen and countrymen, different races
and peoples, and communities divided by dialect, origin,
customs barriers and special rights were welded into single
nations. During the struggle against the rule of the nobility,
against the exclusiveness of the guilds and social estates,
against feudal division, during the downfall of feudalism and
the development of capitalism, the people united into nations.
This union of the people in the nation was as powerful an
advance on f~udal division as capitalism was on serf production. In the first glow of national union all the exploited and
oppressed hoped for freedom and equality within the nation,
hoped that it would embody true unity. They looked, even
further ahead. envisaging the bourgeois-democratic revolution
as a union of the nations in one great commonwealth, a union
of the human race. From the declarations of the bourg,eoisdemocratic revolution in France, whose torch lit the way tor
every nation, there followed with elemental force this idea
of the ' unity of mankind. The popular masses broke through
the bonds of feudalism, swept away customs barriers, re-united
divided lands, brought unity in langauge, territory and economic life, and, intoxicated with victory, were eager to storm
onward, shatter all walls that still divided them and usher in
an age of peace, guaranteed by a great commonwealth of free
nations.
But t.he bourgeois-democratic' revolution could never pro' duce either national unity or a commonwealth of free nations
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that would inaugurate an age of peace. Class struggle was not
ended with the overthrow of feudal rule; for the bourgeoisdemocratic revolution gave rise to the class rule of the bourgeoisie. The nation was divided into exploiters and exploited,
capitalists and proletarians-into classes of oppressors and oppressed. It was ied and directed by the bourgeoisie. Nationalism became a bourgeois sentiment, an instrument of bourge9is
rule. Just as victorious capitalism split the nation itself, it
split mankind into nations which did not live in a brotherly
commonwealth, but in constantly renewed hostility. Undoubtedly, capitalism acted as a unifying force, but at the same time,
and even more, it was a factor making for division and strife.
It united the people into nations only to split them at the
same time int.o mutually hostile classes. It united countries and
continents and assimilated them through production and
trade, only to rend them at the same time in the capitalists'
vicious struggle for markets, colonies and raw material supplies, the struggle for the division of the world and for world
supremacy.
The profound contradictions within the nations and in their
relationships with each other were but another expression of
the inherent contradictions of capitalism. The bourgeoisdemocratic revolution proclaimed national unity, but actually
it gave rise to new class domination and a new class struggle.
It proclaimed a commonwealth of free nations, but actually it
brought in an age of national oppression and imperialist war.
The people of every nation yearn for national unity, but what
unity can there be between the exploiters and the exploited,
the oppressors Jnd the oppressed? Every nation yearns for
peace, but capitalism will not abandon national oppression
and war as a means to seize foreign countries and partition
the world by force. The class rule of the bourgeoisie rends the
nation into hostile classes and humanity into hostile nations.
It is only the proletarian revolution and socialism that can
effect national unity and establish the commonwealth of free
nations.
In The Communist ,-W anifesto Marx and Engels said:
"In proportion as the exploitation of one individual by
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another is put an end to, the
another will also be put an
antagonism between classes
the hostility of one nation
end:"

exploitation of one nation by
end to. In proportion as the
within the nation vanishes,
to another will come to an

There is an inner connection, the connection of cause and
effect, between the division of nations into hostile classes and
the division of mankind into hostile nations. The masses of
every nation, the working people, have no interest in oppressing foreign nationalities; on the contrary, the oppression of
foreign nations helps the ruling class, the capitalists, to intensify the oppression of the people at home. The coolie wages
of the oppressed nation depress the pay of the exploited masses
of the "dominant nation." The swarm of parasites who maintain the rule of the "dominant nation''"; in the oppressed
countries are the surest pillars of the ruling class; the colonial
officials and army officers have by their atrocities time and
again •proved their reliability as tools of couJlter-revolution.
General Franco, the butcher of the Spanish people, was the
~ery i~carnation of this colonial officer type; it was colonial
domination that formed the backbone of the Spanish counterrevolution.
The oppressed people's struggle against foreign domination
and the struggle of the oppressed classes against the ·class rule
of the bourgeoisie are closely connected. Both the class struggle
of the proletariat and the struggle that the oppressed nations
wage for their liberation are directed against the ruling handful that divides the peoples into hostile classes and humanity
into hostile nations, the minority whose existence causes class
struggle at home and war abroad.
National unity can as little be achieved by proclamations,
orders ann decrees as war can be prevented by pacifist ad jurations and solemn assurances. You cannot cure the fever patient
by forbidding him to take his temperature, and no more can
you "aboli'ih" the class struggle by dissolving the people's organizations and passing legislation to forbid wage increases;
nor can you establish unity simply by giving the ruthless class
dominat.ion of the bourgeoisie the official title of "national
fellowship" or "the unity of the people." National oppression
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does not cease to be such when it claims a "historical right'~;
a war of conquest does not cease to be such just because it is
advertised as "war for democracy," nor is imperialist war
abolished just because its incendiaries label themselves "upholders of peace and justice."
National unity and the peaceful co-existence of free nations
cannot be secured by empty proclamations, by well-meant reforms or by coercive measures; they can be secured only
through the overthrow of capitalism and the establishment of
the socialist system, which eliminates the basis for exploitation
and oppression and the classes that practised them. In the
Soviet Union, and in the Land of Socialism alone, national
unity and the commonwealth of free nations have become a
thing of reality.
"The feature that distinguishes Soviet society today
from any capitalist society is that it no longer contains
antagonistic, hostile classes; that the exploiting classes
have been eliminated while the workers, peasants and
intellectuals, who make up Soviet society, live and work in
friendly coUaboration. While capitalist society is torn by
irreconcilable contradictions between workers and capitalists and between peasants and landlords-resulting in its
internal instability-Soviet society, liberated from the
yoke of exploitation, knows no such contradictions, is free
of class conflicts, and presents a picture of friendly collaboration between workers, peasants and intellectuals. It
is this community of interest which has formed the basis
for the development of such motive forces as the moral and
political unity of Soviet society, the mutual friendship of
the nation~ of the U.S.S.R., and Soviet patriotism." (J. V.
Stalin, From Socialism to Communism in the Soviet
Union.)
The moral and political unity of the Soviet people is rooted
in the fact that all the means of production are the common
property of society, that socialist society harbors no exploiters
or oppressors. In all capitalist countries, antagonism of class
interests is inevitable and irremovable, for the employer's profit requires the exploitation of the worker; the concentration
of capital in the hands of a few requires the ruin of numberless
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handicraftsmen, artisans, small tradesmen and business people;
the invasion of the sphere of agriculture by capital requires
the impoverishment of the peasant masses. The gain of the
one is the los!' of the other. In such society the class struggle
is not artificially created; it is rooted in its very nature and
unavoidable, and the less it finds an outlet in open battles,
the deeper it penetrates through all the pores of society, the
more thoroughly jr undermines all social relations, the more
inexorably it presses on to a vast revolutionary upheaval. It
is in vain that the capitalist dictators attempt to divert this
struggle into the channels of jingoism and military gambles;
held back for a time, it forces its' way through in the end;
latent ~verywhere, it undermines society and breaks out suddenly, in a new spot every time, to announce the growing turbulence of the volcanic forces beneath the surface. This cla·ss
struggle cannot end except with the destruction of the ruling
class.
In socialist society, in the Soviet Union, there is no antagonism between the interests of the worker, the peasant and
the intellectual; on the contrary, what is the benefit of the
one is at the same time the benefit of the others. When the
worker produces more, and earns more as a result, the peasant
gets more mflchinery, more textiles, more cultural supplies,
which enable and stimulate him to produce more himself.
When the peasant produces more, and, accordingly, earns
more, the worker receives more food, and his desire to see the
market supplied with still greater abundance and variety
stimulates him to increase output. Every increase in industrial
and agricultural production brings an improvement in general
welfare, an increase in national income and progress in culture.
Workers, peasants and intellectuals are all pulling one way,
helping each other to make their lives more prosperous, cultured and varied in interests. They are not working for capitalists, hut for their own direct benefit. Therein lies the
"secret" of their unity, the unity of the Soviet people.
And because there are no capitalists, because no one has
any interest in oppressing others, but, on the contrary, all derive benefit from the progress of all others, over sixty nationalities live in fraternal amity in the Soviet Union. In his speech
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at the Eighth Congress of Soviets, Stalin stressed this feature
of socialist society too; he said:
"Bourgeois constitutions tacitly proceed from the premise that nations and races cannot have equal rights, that
there are nations with full rights and nations without full
rights, and that, in addition, there is a third category of
nations or races, for example in the colonies, which have
even fewer rights than the nations without full rights.
This means that, at bottom, all these constitutions are
nationalistic, i.e., constitutions of ruling nations.
"Unlike these constitutions, the draft of the new Constitution of the U.S.S.R. is, on the contrary, profoundly
internationalistIc. It proceeds from the ·proposition that
all nations and races have equal rights. It proceeds from
the fact that neither difference in color or language, culturallevel, or level of political development, nor any other
difference between nations and races, can serve as grounds
for justifying national inequality of rights. It proceeds
from the proposition that all nations and races, irrespective of their past ann present position, irrespective of their
strength or weakness, should enjoy equal rights in all
spheres of the economic, social, political and cultural life
of society:' (J. V. Stalin, On the New Soviet Constitution.)
In the Sovi~t Union large and powerful nations, such as the
Russians and Ukrainians, live side by side with smaller nations, such as the Kirghiz, the Uzbek, the Chuvash and other
nationalities only awakened to an independent life by the
proletarian revolution. Many formerly oppressed peoples
which had Dot even an alphabet of their own and were
doomed to a wretched existence under tsarism have developed
into civilized nations with their own schools and their own
administration, with an art and literature of their own. They
have torn the bottom out of the reactionary race theories, for
these nationalities, which in the early stages of their development fen under the knout of tsarism and as a result remained
economically, politically and culturally backward, have now,
after the victory of the proletarian revolution, in a space of
time so short a~ to border on the fantastic, developed their
slumbering forces and with youthful energy made up for what
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Lhey had missed. They have shaken off the handicap of the
oppressed-fear, ignorance and superstition-and proved their
talents and abilities.
Of the innumerable examples we will take two. The capitalist world takes it for granted that the Gypsies are "by nature" nothing but vagrants and idlers; yet in the Soviet Union
the Gypsies have become settled peasants and workers, with
their own national schools, their own literature and theater.
The anti-Semitic reactionaries take it for granted that the
Jews "by nature" shirk productive work; yet in the Soviet
Union the Jewish workers and peasants in no way differ, from
all the other workers and peasants of the country. Complete
social equality has obliterated the marks of oppression among
all the peoples of the Soviet Union and developed the features that single out truly free nations invested with a sense
of their dignity and aware of their inviolable rights. The
co-existence of nations in the Soviet Union on a free and
voluntary basis has produced a commonwealth of nations all
filled with a mighty feeling of Soviet patriotism. The Soviet
nationalities are firmly resolved to defend their common
socialist state against all comers. While in the world of capitalism the small nations are in constant danger of being swallowed up by aggressive Great Powers, the small nationalities
of the Soviet Union are invincible owing to their fraternal
alliance with the mighty Russian people. While in the world
of capitalism one nation after another is losing its independence and falling prey to foreign oppression and exploitation,
all the Soviet nations are developing their economic a,n d cultural potentialities at a rate unprecedented in history.
All national oppression and exploitation has gone together
with the capitalist oppressors and exploiters. What is more,
all inducement to attack foreign nations and extend the
national boundaries by force has likewise disappeared with
them. It is no chance thing that never once since its foundation has the Soviet Union attempted conquests, but has from
the first day of its existence pursued a policy of peace. Who
could have an interest, in socialist society, in waging a war
of conquest? The workers in the socialist factories? The
peasants in the collecthre farms? The intellectuals, who see
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boundless prospects for creative work in their own country?
They are all anxious to complete in peace their work of
socialist construction and have not the slightest interest in
conquests of foreign territory. Foreign territories are conquered only to be exploited. Where there are no exploiters,
there are likewise no conquerors of foreign lands. Under
socialism all incentive to wars of conquest has been removed.
Stalin expressed this inner essence of the socialist policy
of peace in his report to the Eighteenth Congress of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union when he said:
"The foreign policy of the Soviet Union is clear and
explicit.
"1. We stand for peace and the strengthening of business
relations with all countries. This is our position; and we
shall adhere to this position as long as these countries
maintain like relations with the Soviet Union, and as
long as they make no attempt to trespass on the interests
of our country.
"2. We stand for peaceful, close and friendly relations
with all the neighboring countries which have common
frontiers with the U.S.S.R. That is our position; and
we shall adhere to this posi tion as long as these countries maintain like relations with the Soviet Union, and
as long as they make no attempt to trespass, directly or
indirectly, on the integrity and inviolability of the frontiers of the Soviet state.
"3. We stand for the support of nations which are the
victims of aggression and are fighting for the independence of their country.
"4. We are not afraid of the threats of aggressors, and
are ready to deal two blows for every blow delivered by
instigators of war who attempt to violate the Soviet
borders.
"Such is the foreign policy of the Soviet Union."
(J. V. Stalin, From Socialism to Communism in the
Soviet Union.)
Socialism is a system of peace, but riot of peace at any
price. It has nothing in common with false petty-bourgeois
"pacifism." The working class has grown up in battles. Only
because it made sacrifices and looked death straight in the
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face, only because it countered the violence of the oppressors
with the violence of the revolution, did it gain its historic
victories. If it is attacked, the victorious working class will
defend itself, arms in hand, as it threw off capitalist oppression. The great Soviet nation is better able to wage a war
of freedom than any other nation, because it has more to
defend, because it can present to the enemy a moral and
political unity without parallel, and its cause is the cause
of all human progress.
Of course, the socialist Soviet state has to keep watch over
its interests, has to protect its borders and guard the security
of its citizens against the menace of foreign attack. But the
extraordinary thing about the socialist state is that its most
vital interests are identical with the interests of the international working class and of working people throughout
the capitalist world, that everyone of its actions furthers the
fight they are waging for their freedom. While an imperialist
state in the pursuit of its interests inevitably comes into collision with the interests of other states and par~icularly with
the interests of the laboring masses, every increase in the
strength of the socialist state increases the power of the
movement of the exploited and oppressed people of all the
other countries against imperialism. The Red Army is not
merely an army; it is the hope of all the oppressed, the liberator of the enslaved. The socialist state is the biggest factor
in the just war of the exploited and oppressed against their
imperialist lords, and can therefore rely not only on its
own inexhaustible forces and resources, but on the active
sympathy and undying solidarity of the exploited and oppressed throughout the capitalist world.
Socialism is profoundly internationalistic. The internationalism of the working class follows essentially from the
international connections of capital. Capitalism has actually
overstepped all national boundaries, it has joined all countries and continents with indissoluble bonds, it actually faces
the proletariat and all the oppressed as a world system of
imperialism. The proletariat will not be able to break this
chain that grips the world unless it unites its efforts internationally. Lenin and Stalin have repeatedly pointed out
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that the victory of the working class in Russia would have
been impossible had it not been for the active support of
the intelJlational working class, had it not been for proletarian internationalism. This internationalism of the working class, which is imperatively dictated by the prevailing
conditions, runs directly counter to bourgeois nationalism
and chauvinism, but it does not run counter to the interests .
of the nations. On the contrary, the internationalism of the
working class is the strongest force working to bring peace
and independence to all nations. It is the working class that
in every country lakes the lead of nations fighting for their
independence. It is the working class that supports all nations
in resisting domination by foreign imperialists. It is the
working class that champions the people's peace against all
imperialist incendiaries of war.
The internationalism of the working class finds its fullest
e*pression in the commonwealth of the Soviet nationalities,
and it guarantees them all complete freedom of national
development. Stalin has said that the culture of the free
Soviet peoples is "socialist in content and national in form."
The Russian and the Ukrainian, the Georgian and the Uzbek, each drawing on his own language, his own national
traditions, his own people's life, lend their culture its national
form put upon it the' distinctive national impress; while the
content of that culture is the spirit of socialism that fills every
Soviet citizen, the spirit of their common homeland, their
common socialist life of reality and ideas. The Soviet nations
pool the treasures of their culture, they stimulate and supplement each other as the instruments do in a large orchestra;
in noble rivalry they fashion from its national multiplicity
the general, all-embracing socialist culture of the Soviet
land. National distinctions are more and more outweighed
by what unites them all-socialism, which frees men of the
limitations of descent and prejudice, of vocational and national conventions and superstitions, and fashions them to
complete personalities. Nowhere has socialism ever been an
enemy of nations; it is only an enemy of bourgeois nationalism and chauvinism, of race obscurantism, of national persecution and oppression: Socialism brings about the national
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unity of the people. Socialism regards the nation as a necessary stage in human development, as a step towards the
unity of the human race. That is why it supports the nation,
but that also is why the nation is not its supreme aim, its
absolute criterion. Through the nation, through the commonwealth of nations, its way leads to the liberation and
union of all mankind, to a universal, all-embracing culture
of the human race.

VII. THE RISE OF THE PERSONALITY
the bourgeois-democratic revolution proclaimed the

W "Rights of Man," it proclaimed the right of every
human being freely to develop all his faculties and the duty
HEN

of society to take as its criterion personal capacity and merit,
and not position or descent. Much more than any preceding
system of production capitalism required people with initiative, enterprise, with varied faculties and abilities, and one
of its foremost needs in the days of its rapid ascent was to
encourage a freer development of the personality.
However, the development of personal.. initiative is but
one side of capitalism; as development proceeded, its other
side became increasingly pronounced"":'the crushing and ·stunting of the personality, the degradation of man to a machine.
Increasing numbers of people were reduced to the status
of proletarians and, as division of labor and specialization
progressed, robbed of their human attributes. In The Communist Manifesto Marx and Engels already noted this result
of capitalist exploitation when they said:
"In bourgeois society capital is independent and has
individuality, while the living person is dependent and
has no individuality."
Capital obeys only its own laws and not the wishes and
the will of man; like the forces of nature it strides on, heedless of man; it is a demon of power, independent and possessed of individuality, while men are simply the victims,
crushed and trampled on, literally', "caught in the wheels,"
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dependent and shorn of all individuality as they face these
productive forces they have let loose.
In any society where the means of production are not the
property of the community, ruled by its collective will, they
are more powerful than the producers, the machines are more
powerful than the men who run them. In all such society
the harmonious development of the human personality i~
already hindered by the division of labor, giving place to
a one-sidedness that becomes more and more pronounced.
The first great division of labor, the division of men into town
dwellers and country dwellers, greatly obstructed the evolution
of the harmonious human being with all his faculties fully developed. The townsman and the countryman came to be types;
certain qualities and traits of the townsman and the countryman are not personal, but induced by the mode of life imposed
upon them. Nothing could be more foolish than the false
idealization of rural life: in reality the countryman's life
doomed him to be left behind general development, worsted
and outwitted by the townsman at every turn, and largely
debarred from the enjoyment of the benefits of culture, from
a part in cultural life. On the other hand, the townsman;
living for centuries away from air and nature, lost all inclination or ability for men's original work under natural conditions. As time went on, his one-sidedness became more and
more pronounced; every trade produced a set, one-sided type.
The individual's personality was so much obscured by the
typical features of his trade that to mos,t people he was merely
the tailor, the cobbler, the baker, the scrivener, or whatever
his trade might be. Thus men were truly made the slaves of
their trades, squeezed into a set mold by their tools.
Manufacture and factory work brought this crippling and
disfigurement of human beings to its highest pitch. Manufacture and factory work
converts the laborer into a crippled monstrosity,
by forcing his detail dexterity at the expense of a world
of productive capabilities and instincts. . . . The individual himself is made the automatic motor of a fractional operation.... The life-long speciality of handling
one and the same tool now becomes the life-long specialH.
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ity of serving one and the same machine. Machinery is
put to a wrong use, with the object of transforming thE
workman, from his very childhood, into a part of a detail machine." (Marx, Capital, Vol. I, pp. 396 and 461.)
Owing to its high degree of mechanization, of professional
specialization and exploitation of man, capitalism has produced creatures that are truly grotesque. In the capitalist
world a man is as closely wrapped up in his profession as
an Egyptian mummy in its painted case. The occupation of
most people can be recognized at sight; they carry with them
the impress, the peculiar disease, the outward features of
their trades. In the majority of cases the profession swamps
all personal individuality, and under this social mask the
human visage stays undeveloped. In place of the whole of the
man comes one of his features; in place of human beings as
such there are townsmen and countrymen, manual workers
and brain workers, the supposedly educated and the uneducated, the members of one profession or of another-a dazzling multiplicity of categories, and a shocking scarcity of
personalities. Curiously enough, it is just these impersonal
features of occupation or social type, created by one-sided
specialization, that the distorted and perverted human beings
of capitalist class society describe as "personality." Long
hair, a flowing tie, a self-important air and eccentric manners stand for the "personality" of the artist; a bespectacled
visage, . a solemn pedantry, a proverbial absent-mindedness
and incapacity for anything practical-for the "personality"
of the professor, the man of learning; the natty uniform,
smart command, arrogant assurance and superficial correctitude-for the "personality" of the military man, and so on.
The finest laurels for "personality" should devolve on the
philistine who, puffed up with his peculiar distinction, announces: "1 am not of the usual run of men; I eat no meat. "
In justice to the people of the capitalist world it should be
said that they haye made attempts to escape this growing
one-sidedness and mutilation. The town-dweller flees on Sunday to the country, to out-of-door sports, to his garden or
bungalow. The worker endeavors to master knowledge, and
the intellectual to overcome his physical helplessness. M-em48

bership in all kinds of societies, attendance at popular classes
'and participation in public life are intended to lessen this
one-sidedness and help on people's crippled individualities
by fostering their personal interests. All these endeavors are
symptomatic of the fact that ever larger sections of capitalist
society are coming to see how unbearable is the specialization,
the mechanization that capitalist production brings and the
regimentation of human beings that accompanies it, and
are trying to compensate for their dreary jobs by a colorful
"private life." These attempts may serve as a certain palliative, but they cannot remove the fact that capitalism is
ruthlessly continuing the regimentation of the human
individual.
The more capitalism decays, the more it turns, into a fetter
on development, the less can it tolerate the existence of strong,
forceful, conscious personalities. The regimentation of human
beings under capital is not merely a Hnatural law" of capitalism; in the last stage of the system it comes to be the capitalist program. The general tendency of capitalism to produce
human beings who lack self-reliance and personality becomes
a conscious policy of the ruling stratum of finance capitalists.
Socialism brings the social elimination of the regimentation
of human beings and of the one-sidedness and mutilation
of their personalities. The center of attention under socialism
is the human being, the care he needs, the all-around development of the human personality. What a grotesque distortion
it is for the champions of capitalism, which crushes human
beings and degrades them to the position of appendages of
a sovereign machine, to sally forth as the champions of the
personality and accuse socialism of "levelling" and regimentation! Stalin replied to these dissembling advocates of capitalism who level at socialist ~ociety, the socialist community,
the suspicion of cramping die human personality, when he
said:
"There is not, nor should there be, any irreconcilable
contrast between the individual and the collective, between the interests of the individual person and the interests of the collective. There should be no such contrast,
because collectivism, socialism, does not deny, but com49

bines individual interests with the interests of the collective. Socialism cannot abstract itself from individual
interests. Socialist society alone can most fully satisfy
these personal interests. More than that: socialist society
alone can firmly safeguard the interests of the individual.
In this sense there is no irreconcilable contrast between
individualism and socialism."
When the henchmen of capitalism sanctimoniously regret
that socialism prejudices the "freedom of the personality,"
they are thinking of the "freedom" of the capitalists to exploit their fellows, of the handful of upersonalities," who,
heedless of all consideration for others, pile up wealth and
power at the expense of the masses, with a Usahib morality"
of their own, as distinct from the "slave morality" they preach
to the oppressed people. And it is true that socialism does
not tolerate this kind of "freedom of the personality," any
more than it tolerates the "freedom" of any man to murder,
assault or plunder his fellows. Criminal license is not freedom
of the personality: on the contrary, it produces a state of
internecine warfare that can only result in servitude and
oppression of man by man. The personal interests an? faculties of all members of society can develop only when they
accord.with the interests of the community, when the development of some does not mean the stunting and repression of
others.
If all the faculties and abilities of society and its members
are to develop to the full, all must enjoy equal opportunities.
Capitalism grants equal opportunity only in theory. In reality
it would be ridiculous to assert that the children of the worker and of the man of means, the exploited and the exploiters, have the same prospects in life, the same opportunity
to develop and apply all theit latent faculties and abilities.
Socialism alone opens to all tlie road to the complete development of their personalities; it is only in socialist society
that the individual can regard his personal interests and
abilities as the factors that shape his life. It is only in socialist
society that every man can forge his own happy future, and
the attainment of his aim in life depends not on his descent,
but solely on his ability, endeavor, perseverance and initiative.
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No country in the world except the Soviet Union could
undertake and set out to provide all children with a secondary
education. In his report on the Third Five-Year Plan, Molotov, the Chairman of the Council of People's Commissars,
said on this subject:
"The Third Five-Year Plan outlines a big program
of cultural development.
"It provides that full secondary education be made
universal in the cities and towns, and that education
up to and including the seventh class be made universal
in the rural districts and in all the national republics.
The number of children attending elementary and secondary schools in towns and industrial hamlets is to
increase from 8,600,000 to 12,400,000, and in rural localities from 20,800,000 to 27,700,000. Thus, by the end of
the Third Five-Year Plan period we shall have over
40,000,000 elementary and secondary school pupils, as
compared with 8,000,000 in pre-revolutionary Russia.
As to the eighth, ninth and tenth classes of the secondary
schools, there are already in these classes twelve times
as many pupils as in the old days, and in 1942 there
will be 34 times as many as before the revolution. Today
there is hardly a working-class family where there are
no children . with a secondary school education. And the
number of families of workers and employees as well as
of peasants in which children are receiving a higher education is growing from year to year. . . . In view of the
vast number of boys and girls who finish secondary
school and in the majority of cases enter some practical
profession, it is desirable that on graduating from secondary school they should already have received at least
some preparatory trqining for their future profession.
This is a very important question, one to which the
People's Commissariats of Education-and not only these
Commissariats-should give their attention.
"The number of students in universities and technical
colleges will reach 6so,000 in the period of the Third
Five-Year Plan .... There will also be a further growth
in the training of skilled workers in the basic trades-in
factory training schools and in courses for tractor drivers,
chauffeurs and truck drivers, and so on. Vocational trainSI

ing of this kind should suppl y over 8 , 000, 000 skilled
workers in the various trades during the period of the
Third Five-Year Plan.
"The trained personnel with secondary education is
to increase 90 per cent by the end of the Third FiveYear Plan period; the trained personnel with higher
education is to increase 72 per cent, from 750,000 to
1,29°,000." (V. M. Molotov, Th e Sov iet Union in I 942:
the Third Five-Year Plan.)
Molotov stated that the Soviet intelligentsia now numbers
no less than 9,600,000. He quoted what Stalin had said at
the Conference of Stakhanovites:
"The elimination of the distinction between mental
labor and manual labor can be brought about only by
raising the cultural and technical level of the working
class to the level of engineers and technical workers. It
would be absurd to think that this is infeasible. It is
entirely feasible under the Soviet system, where the
productive forces of the country have been freed from
.the fetters of capitalism, where labor has been freed from
the yoke of exploitation, where the working class is in
power, and where the younger generation of the working class has every opportunity of obtaining an adequate
technical education. There is no reason to doubt that
only such a rise in the cultural and technical level of
the working class can undermine the basis of the distinction between mental labor and manual labor, that only
this can ensure the high level of productivity of labor
and the abundance of articles of consumption which are
necessary in order to begin the transition from socialism
to communism." (J. V. Stalin, The Stakhanov Movement in the Soviet Union.)
The systematic measures for public education provided for
in the Soviet Union's Third Five-Year Plan, this vast cultural
revolution, mean that socialist society is systematically beginning to remove the distinction between manual labor and
mental labor, that it is overcoming the one-sidedness and
mutilation of the human personality caused by the division
of labor. The latter naturally remains, but it loses its class
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character and with it the element that produces regimentation and disfigurement ' of the personality. All young people
in the towns and industrial localities will receive a secondary
education, which 'means that they will have ten years to lay
a foundation of knowledge, to discover their inclinations and
test their abilities. It might be asked whether after graduating
the secondary schools all these young people may not turn
solely to intellectual occupations. But that is not the case.
In the Soviet Union all work is free of exploitation, it is
"a matter of honor, a matter of glory, a matter of valor and
heroism." Opportunities for advancement are even more
plentiful in industry than they are in other fields. The collective mastery of ~echnology in the industrial plants holds
out a powerful attraction. In a socialist factory no one is
doomed to do the same monotonous job all his life, to stay
on some detail and become stale and soured. The working
class leads Soviet society, and it is conscious of its power. A
constant process of metamorphosis and renovation is going
on among the working class of the Soviet Union: yesterday's
navvy is today a skilled worker, tomorrow a technician and
the day after an engineer, shop superintendent or factory
director. Man is no longer the slave of the machine, but its
masters; the great wheels do not crush him under; they carry
him aloft to the Olympian heights of free and all-round
human development.
This process, which, by constantly advancing new sections
of the working class, is at the . same time raising the intellectual and cultural standards of the working class as a whole,
is still far from complete. Its goal is entirely to eliminate
the distinction between manual labor and mental labor, to
give all workers the knowledge and outlook of engineers, to
make work in production a phase through which all Soviet
citizens shall pass and achieve the all-round development
of all members of socialist society, both physical and mental.
In the Soviet Union today it is in many cases no longer
possible to distinguish a man's occupation by externals. You
may think that you are talking to a workman, while actually
he is an engineer, the manager of a plant or a famous inventor; you may think the man in front of you is an intellectual,
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but he turns out to be a worker at the ' bench. It is no longer
a man's occupation but his personality that puts its impress
upon him; it is not a one-sided professional type you see,
but the free and sovereign human being. Socialism brings out
all the latent faculties of men and produces harmonious
human beings of fine physique and mind.
But it is not only the borderline between the worker and
the intellectual, between manual and mental labor that
socialism removes and obliterates; it sets out to efface the
age-old distinction between town and country, to overcome
the immemorial backwardness of the countryside. The obstacles that Soviet society had to overcome in this field were
particularly great, for the overwhelming majority of the
peasants were illiterate and much less developed culturally
than the peasants of , the advanced capitalist countries. N evertheless, it succeeded not only in doing away with illiteracy
in record time, but also in starting a rapid process of development in the countryside in the direction of attaining the
standards of the towns. More and more collective farmers,
both men and women, are working as tractor and harvester
combine operators, applying technology and science in agriculture and mastering every sphere of administration and
management. They are discarding their rustic helplessness,
and coming to differ less and less in appearance and cultural
level from the skilled workers or the intellectuals.
The Soviet countryside takes an active part in the general
cultural life of socialist society, in theatrical and literary
events, in art and science. The country-dwellers are with
giant strides catching up with the people of the towns. Of
course, for tq.e complete obliteration of the distinction between town and country a long process of development will
still be necessary, a further tremendous growth of the productive forces and social wealth; but with the collectivization
of agriculture this process has been started, it is systematically
furthered and is proceeding at such a rate that today we
can already say: in the space of a few decades socialist society
will bring together what thousands of years had driven apart;
in the lifetime of one generation it will overcome the division
of society into town and country that goes back to the be54

ot

ginning of civilization, and through the complete unity
the nation will achieve the complete unity of the human
individual.
An important step in this direction is also the even distribution of industry over the whole country provided for
in the Third Five-Year Plan. At a time when socialism was
but a distant vision, Engels already spoke of the importance
of such measures.
"Only a society which makes possible the harmonious
cooperation of its productive forces on the basis of one
single vast plan can allow industry to settle in whatever
form of distribution over the whole country is best
adapted to its own development and the maintenance
of development of the other elements of production.
"Accordingly, abolition of the antithesis between town
and country is not merely possible. It has become a
direct necessity of industrial production itself, just as
it has become a necessity of agricultural production and,
moreover, of public health." (Frederick Engels, AntiDilhringJ p. 325.)
And with brilliant foresight Engels predicted the very
process we have in the Soviet Union today:
"In making itself the master of all the means of production, in order to use them in accordance with a social
plan, society puts an end to the former subjection of men
to their own means of production. It goes without saying that society cannot itself be free unless every individual is free. The old mode of production must therefore
be revolutionized from top to bottom, and in particular
the former division of labor must disappear. Its place
must be taken by an organization of production in which,
on the one hand, no individual can put on to other
persons his share in productive labor, this natural condition of human existence; and in which, on the other
hand, productive labor, instead of being a means to the
subjection of men, will become a means to their emancipation, by giving each individual the opportunity to
develop and exercise all his faculties, physical and mental, in all directions; in which, therefore, productive
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labor will become a pleasure instead of a burden. "
(Ibid., p. 322.)
All this we see today in socialist Soviet society: the transformation of productive labor from a burden into a pleasure, into "a mattet of honor, a matter of glory, a matter of
valor and heroism"; the development. and exercise of all
human faculties in all directions; freedom for the individual
through freedom of all society. And all the~e make up the
basis, the light and air that man needs to develop his personality. Only in socialist society is personality no longer the
privilege of a few who rise at the expense of the rest, but
the common right of all human beings. Socialist society alone
can achieve and safeguard the freedom and dignity, the unity
and completeness, in a word, the harmonious development
of the human personality, which in the world of capitalism
is but an empty phrase.

VIII. SOCIALISM AND COMMUNISM
OCIALIST

S

society is not something set, final and unalterable.

It is in a constant state of movement and development,

marching towards ever higher forms of social wealth and
human freedom and culture. Actually it is not the end but
the beginning of the true history of man, that is, a history
consciously shaped by man after his own plan and desire.
It should never be forgotten that socialist society is born
of capitalism, and that it is
" . . . thus in every respect, economically, morally and
intellectually, still stamped with the birthmarks of the
old society from whose womb it emerges." (Karl Marx,
Critique of the Gotha Program, p. ] 1.)
The socialist revolution overthrows the class rule of the
bourgeoisie, abolishes the exploitation of man by man and
lays the foundation for a new social order; but it cannot
at one stroke -remove all the faults and defects of the old
society, reform men and all their relations. It takes over production and men as capitalism has left them, and must de56

velop new productive forces and fashion new human beings
in a long struggle, in incessant toil, in order to consummate
its historic mission of building socialism and communism.
Lenin described socialist society as follows:
"The means of production are no longer the private
property of individuals. The means of produ.ction belong
to the whole of society. Every member of society, performing a certain part of socially necessary labor, receives
a certificate from society to the effect that he has done
such and such an amount of work . . . .
"Every man having performed as much social labor as
another receives an equal share of the social product. ...
"The socialist principle: 'He who does not work,
neither shall he eat,' is already realized; the other socialist
principle: 'An equal quantity of products for an equal
amount of labor,' is also already realized. But this is not
yet communism." (V. I. Lenin, "The State and Revo·
lution," Selected Works ) Vol. VII, pp. 84-86.)
In socialist society productive forces are not yet so highly
developed that the community can give its members all it
would wish. There is not yet such an abundance of social
wealth, there are not yet enough houses, clothing, cars, and
other material requisites to satisfy all the wants of all human
beings, which moreover grow continually as the cultural
level rises. Accordingly, distinctions still have to be made
in the distribution of products, one member receiving more,
another less. In this, performance must serve as the criterion,
those who work more receiving accordingly more products ..
N or should the fact be ignored that men are still largely
given to the capitalist habits of shirking work, trying to outwit others, live off their labor, and so on. Thus, re-education also requires the introduction of the socialist principle
of payment according to work performed. First every member of society must realize that his personal standard of living depends on his performance, until the knowledge that
the living standard of society at large, and with it the standard
of each individual, depends on how much is produced by
society at large, and accordingly by each individual, becomes

57

part and parcel of his whole mental make-up. Consequently~
under socialism, whose productive forces are not yet sufficient
to satisfy all the requirements of all human beings without
reservation and whose members are not yet wholly free of
the taint of capitalism, it is "From each according to his
ability, to each according to his work" that alone can serve
as the guiding principle of society. This principle is embodied
in the Constitution of the socialist Soviet state, Article 12
of which reads:
"In the U.S.S.R. work is a duty and a matter of honor
for every able-bodied citizen, in accordance with the principle 'He who does not work, neither shall he eat.'
"The principle applied in the U.S.S.R. is that of
socialism: 'From each according to his ability, to each
according to his work.''' (Constitution of the U.S.S.R.)
Socialist society is advancing towards a higher stage of development. Productive forces are rapidly expanding, labor
productivity is steadily rising, the traditions of capitalism are
beginning to die out, being superseded by the habits of socialism. Socialist society is gradually approaching the time when
it will no longer be the performance of the individual but
his needs that will serve as the criterion in distribution. Even
today the charges for rent, water supply, electricity, street
car fares and a number of other items are far lower in the
Soviet Union than in any other country. As social weal.th
multiplies, society will forego these small charges too and
grant its members free use of dwellings and all these other
facilities. Socialist society is advancing towards the state of
things that Marx prophesied when he said:
"In a higher phase of communist society, after the
enslaving subordination of individuals under division of
labor, and therewith also the antithesis between mental
and manual labor, has vanished; after labor has become
not merely a means to live but has become itself the
primary necessity of life; after the productive forces have
also increased with the all-round development of the
individual, and all the springs of cooperative wealth flow
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more abundantly-only then can the narrow horizon of
bourgeois right be fully left behind and society inscribe
on its banners: From each according to his ability, to
each according to his needs." (Karl Marx, Critique of
the Gotha Program, p. 10.)
In his interview with the first American labor delegation,
Stalin said:
"Briefly, the anatomy of communist society may be
described as follows: it is a society in which (a) there will
be no private ownership of the means of production,
but social, collective ownership; (b) there will be no
classes or state, but workers in industry and agriculture
managing their economic affairs as a free association of
toilers; (c) national economy, organized according to
plan, will be based on the highest technique in both
Industry and agriculture; (d) there will be no antithesis
between town and country, between industry and agriculture; (e) the products will be distributed according
to the principle of the old French Communists: 'From
each according to his ability, to each according to his
needs'; (f) science and art will enjoy conditions conducive
to their highest development; (g) the individual, freed
of bread-and-butter cares and of the necessity of cringing
to the 'powers that be: will become really free, etc., etc."
(J. V. Stalin, "Interview With the First American Labor
D.elegation in Russia," Leninism, Vol. 1.)
The socialist Soviet Union is steadily developing towards
this communist society, in which the productive forces will
bring forth an inexhaustible supply of wealth, in which the
distinction between mental and manual labor will have vanished, in which work will be the primary necessity of life
and the greatest source of satisfaction, and all human talents
will be in full bloom.
But one feature of this process there is that must be especially noted. Marx and Engels believed that in communist
society the state would become superfluous and wither away,
that, as Engels put it, communist society would put the
whole state machine:

". . . where it will then belong: into the museum of
antiquities, by the side of the spinning wheel and the
bronze axe." (Engels, The Origin of the Family, Private
Property and the State, p. 143.)
They assumed that the proletarian revolution would
triumph simultaneously in all the major capitalist countries.
In the stage of developing communism, after the bourgeoisie
had been defeated and utterly vanquished, after socialism
had completely triumphed, this fact of proletarian revolution
on a world scale would have rendered the state superfluous,
for the victorious proletariat needs the state only as long
as it has to suppress the class enemies at horne and defend
itself against them abroad. Once the proletariat has triumphed
in all the major countries, once socialism is developing to
communism in all these countries, the state gradually become~ atrophied, it withers away. However, the revolution
did not develop as quickly and as evenly as Marx and Engels
had reason to expect; the world socialist revolution is not
a single act, but a protracted process comprising a number
of revolutions and counter-revolutions, wars and civil wars.
"As a result of a study of pre-imperialist capitalism
Engels and JV[arx arrived at the conclusion that the socialist revolution could not be victorious in one country,
taken singly, that it could be victorious only by a simultaneous stroke in all, or the majority of the civilized
countries. That was in the middle of the nineteenth
century. This conclusion later became a guiding principle for all Marxists. However, by the beginning of the
twentieth century, pre-imperialist capitalism had grown
into imperialist capitalism, ascendant capitalism had
turned into moribund capitalism. As a result of a study
of imperialist capitalism, Lenin, on the basis of the
Marxist theory, arrived at the conclusion that the old
formula of Engels and Marx no longer corresponded to
the new historical conditions, and that the victory of the
socialist revolution was quite possible in one country,
taken singly." (History of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union [Bolshevik], p. 357.)
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Actually the socialist revolution has so far triumphed only
in one country. During the years of revolutionary upheaval
that followed the world imperialist slaughter of 1914-18,
Lenin had grounds to expect the socialist revolution, victorious in Russia, to spread rapidly to other leading countries.
In Germany, Austria, It~ly and several other countries the
objective conditions were in evidence for a victorious socialist
'revolution, but since the Social-Democrats succeeded in keeping the majority of the workers in these countries under their
sway, counter-revolution ultimately supervened. Thus the
Soviet Union, the Land of Socialism, is surrounded on every
hand by capitalist states. The reactionary bourgeoisie. of the
capitalist world is endeavoring to disrupt it from within with
the aid of Trotskyite and other spies, wreckers and saboteurs
and to destroy it from without by its war schemes and military sallies. To protect itself, socialist Soviet society needs a
strong state, a strong army, strong punitive organs, a strong
intelligence service. In view of this Stalin said at the Eighteenth
Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union:
"We are going ahead, towards communism. Will our
state remain in the period of communism also?
"Yes, it will, unless the capitalist encirclement is liquidated, and unless the danger of foreign military attack
has disappeared. Naturally, of course, the forms of our
state will again change in conformity with the change
in the situation at home and abroad.
"No, it will not remain and will atrophy if the capitalist encirclement is liquidated and a socialist encirclement
takes its place.
"That is how the question stands with regard to the
socialist state." (1. V. Stalin, From Socialism to Communism in the Soviet Union.)
The state will exist as long as socialist society needs it for
the purpose of defending itself against military attack by
the capitalist states. It will atrophy when the working class
of the major capitalist countries has overthrown the class
rule of the bourgeoisie and achieved socialism. It is not
within socialist Soviet society, but outside it, that the causes
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are rooted for the continued existence of a strong state for
some time to come.
The socialist state is surrounded by hostile capitalist coun'tries. The more apparent it becomes that socialism is getting
the better of capitalism in their historical tussle, the more
the superiority of the socialist system is borne in upon working people all over the world, the more vicious are the efforts
of the capitalists and their petty-bourgeois Social-DemocratIc
henchmen to muster all the forces of the capitalist world
against the Land of Socialism.
The idea of socialism, realized for the first time in the
Sovie~ Union, ushering in a new day for humanity, can no
longer be shut out with black clouds of hate and the dense
fabric of lies. This idea goes back for hundreds of years. The
slaves of ancient society dreamed of a world where all would
be equal and free, of an age when all the riches of the earth
and all the treasures of civilization would be the common
property of all. In the feudal world of the Middle Ages the
oppressed looked with hope and expectation toward a millennium without masters or men, and the peasants in their
revolts against the lords, the journeymen in their struggles
against the guildmasters fought for the common ownership
of property, for the expropriation of the expropriators. In
the early days of capitalism the Utopian Socialists painted
bold and sweeping pictures of the socialist world of the
future, but in their visions true foresight was mingled with
fantasy. Even the foremost of these Utopian Socialists, SaintSimon, Fourier and Owen, entertained the illusion that
socialism could be effected without a revolutionary struggle,
that progressive rulers and capitalists could be induced to
introduce it "from above."
It was Marx and Engels who first transformed socialism
from a utopia into a science, put it on its feet and recognized
the proletariat as the force whose historical mission it is to
effect socialism by its revolutionary class struggle. Lenin and
Stalin further developed the theory of scientific socialism and
put it into practice in the Soviet Union. Before the victory
of the great October Socialist Revolution, socialism was only
the torch of an idea lighting the way of the exploited and
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oppressed in their struggle against the exploiters and oppressors. Now it is the sun of socialism realized, whose rays
penetrate into the most distant comers of the earth. Two
worlds face each other-the world of socialism and the world
of capitalism. The conflict of these two worlds is what sets
its impress on our century.
Doomed to perish, the capitalist world is making frantic
efforts to destroy the world of socialism realized. But the
moribund can never destroy the new shoots of development,
for they are possessed of an irresistible force. The power of
the Soviet state is boundless, for it rests not only on its
material and political superiority, but on the growing sympathy and solidarity of the laboring masses in the capitalist
world, who rightly regard the Soviet Union as the symbol of
their own future victory. And the further socialism advances
to communism in the Soviet Union, the more the idea of
socialism gathers momentum as a force that takes possession
of the masses and sweeps them to the onslaught on capitalism.
One last gigantic effort is now needed to open the doors of
communism before all those still exploited and oppressed.
In communist society all men will for the first time in
history be free and equal. There was once a society of equals
in the immemorial past-in the early days of mankind, when
human beings. banded together to gather the fruits of nature
and hunt wild beasts, to withstand and tame the elements.
But, though equal, its members were not free; they were the
creatures of unfathomed nature, slaves of wind and lightning,
fire and water, slaves to fear and privation. Theirs was not
a society of plenty, but of want. The very first surplus of
produce, however modest, the first beginnings of civilization
gave birth to inequality and class domination.
In lay and saga, in dim recollection, this ancient society
in which all were equally poor, in which there were no
oppressors or oppressed, has been sung as a "paradise," a
4'golden age." Class society could never drown the longing
for an age that would know no classes. For thousands of
years communist dreamers and prophets have heralded and
yearned for another "golden age," preached a "return to
Nature" and pleaded for a communist society based on equal
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poverty for all. But the progressive forces in society did not
want men to be the slaves of Nature, slaves to fear and want;
they wanted to master Nature, to cease to be vassals of the
elements, and through mastery of their laws, through creative
effort, become their rulers, making the will of man supreme.
Communism is the great union of both these strivings. It
crowns the work of the proud and masterful beings who
dictated man's will to the elements, and, just because of it,
satisfies the never-dying yearning for a society where all shall
be equal' and free. It brings mankind not only liberation
from the rule of the elements, but also from the rule of the
machines and the products over the producers; by freeing
society and its members from all exploitation and oppression,
it step by step accomplishes mankind's loftiest dreams. The
utmost development of all productive forces, the luxuriant
thriving of every faculty, supreme joy in creative effort and
all-around perfection of the human personality through a
wealth of knowledge and mastery, through an active part
in the management of production and the rise of culture,
through harmony of body and soul, through mastery of
Nature and of self-suc.h is the meaning of communism.
The human forces that today are spent in the struggle for
a livelihood and in the class war, in competition and bloody
slaughter will be released by communism, multiplied a
thousandfold and applied to the performance of tasks that
will be truly great and worthy of mankind. Life in all its
fullness will be made secure and every desert made to yield;
solving the world's riddles, man will utterly subdue the elements, and make life on earth a paean of truth and beauty,
a harmony of body and soul, filled with exhaustless creative
energy and mastery.
As mankind rose up from its animal state to fight its way
. to 'reason and freedom, so will it rise out of the blood and
filth of dying capitalism to make its entry into the realm
where reason and freedom hold sway. And from this realm of
reason and .freedom, from communist society, it will look back
on the crippled and cramped humans of capitalism as the man
of today does on the troglodite of Neanderthal, the cave dweller, still half a beast and only half a man.
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TWO SYSTE 5
Socialist Economy and Capitalist Economy
By EUGENE VARGA
A comparative survey of socialist and capitalist economy
during the past two decades, showing the difference between the economic development of the leading capitalist
countries and the socialist system of the Soviet Union. Such
problems as accumulation, development of the forces of
production, fixed capital, utilization of productive plants,
output of labor, the market problem, currency, planned
economy, workers' and farmers' living conditions, and many
other questions are authoritatively dealt with by this outstanding Marxist economist. Price $2.00 .
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